February 2021

SANDWELL PREVENT TEAM NEWSLETTER

A Message from the Team..

Key Dates

Welcome to February’s Prevent Team Newsletter!
We are very happy to hear the recent announcements from the Government about
how lockdown restrictions will slowly be lifted. There is finally light at the end of
the tunnel! The fight against the COVID pandemic is not over and we all know we
must continue to follow local and national guidelines if we want the restrictions to
be lifted as planned.



5/3/21: WRAP online training
book here https://
training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/



9/3/21: LGfL Online Safety
Goes Whole School: To
RSHE and beyond! Training
(date 1)



15/3/21: West Midlands Violence Reduction Unit (VRU)
Child Exploitation Awareness
week



16/3/21: Understanding Extremism training

https://actearly.uk/support/reach-out-for-help/
https://actearly.uk/working-together/how-we-help/



18/3/21: National Child Exploitation Awareness day

The year ahead is going to continue to be a challenging one for everyone as
we deal with the ongoing impact of Covid-19. With most children and students
now learning from home again, and conspiracy theories continuing to circulate,
we know that there are increased risks of online radicalisation and an unavoidable lack of some of the protective safeguarding that schools, colleges and
other services can provide. We have issued a fresh appeal for parents and
carers to remain vigilant about the signs of radicalisation and seek advice from
ACT Early or other partners whenever they have concerns. The website is
available for public access. Please share this information with your staff.



9/4/21: Understanding Extremism online training



6/5/21: LGfL Online Safety
Goes Whole School: To
RSHE and beyond! Training
(date 2)



30/6/21: LGfL Online Safety
Goes Whole School: To
RSHE and beyond! Training
(date 3)

We continue to be available for any Prevent support and will keep you up to date
for key information and guidance in relation to Prevent. Please do contact us for
any queries and follow us on Twitter for regular information @preventsandwell

ACT Early: A message from CTP
You may know that we have previously sent out information in regards to the
ACT Early campaign. There are now two new animated 2-minute Prevent explainer films added to the website and to our partners’ toolkit. You can find
them here:

UK terror threat level lowered
The UK terrorism threat level has now been lowered from Severe, meaning an
attack is highly likely, to Substantial, that an attack can be likely (8/2/21). The
UK national threat level is kept under constant review, and JTAC (Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre) conduct a formal review every six months. This is a systematic, comprehensive, and rigorous process, based on the very latest intelligence and analysis of internal and external factors which inform the threat level. The lowering of the level from the fourth-highest to the third-highest level
doesn’t mean there is any change to the work that we do in partnership towards the Prevent Duty.
JTAC is a self-standing organisation comprised of representatives from 16
government departments and agencies. It forms a key element of the national
intelligence machinery. JTAC's responsibility for assessing the level and nature of the threat from international terrorism was described in CONTEST, the
United Kingdom's Strategy for Countering Terrorism, published by the Government in July 2011.

Recent News
UK’s youngest terrorist convicted
The UK’s youngest known terror offender has been given a 2 year
youth rehabilitation order. He was 13 years old when he committed
the offences (now age 16). He was the UK leader of the Feuerkreig Division, an online network of Neo Nazis and White Supremacists. The Feuerkreig Division was banned as a terrorist organisation in 2020. The young person admitted to 12 terror related
offences and directly influenced other young people to plan terror
attacks. One of such was a 17 year old from Rugby who was jailed
for preparing acts of terrorism.
Attack in Baghdad
Daesh have claimed responsibility for a double suicide bombing in
Baghdad that killed at least 32 people on 21/1/21. A clothing market in the Iraqi capital's Tayaran Square was the target, and Iraqi
authorities said at least 110 people had been wounded. The attack
reportedly sparked fears that Daesh was reactivating and prompted international condemnation. Since the attack, Iraqi Prime Minister, Mustafa al-Kadhimi said on 5/2/21 that two ‘Islamic State’ officials who allegedly facilitated the attack had been killed.

Facts
•

Did you know that ISIS was formerly known as AlQaida in Iraq?

•

A German Far Right group called Ein Prozent released a free to download video game last year making reference to the killing of George Floyd; in which
players can kill ‘Left Wing’ characters. It is being described as reflecting a trend for the ‘gamification’ of
Far Right extremism.

Conspiracy Theories
A year has passed since the COVID-19 outbreak and a minority of people continue to push conspiracy theories. So
why do people believe in conspiracy theories? A 2017 research review found that people who buy into the idea of
conspiracy theories benefit from them on a social and existential level. So, for example, some people may support a
political candidate in an upcoming election because they may keep them safe.
Working in industries that are directly impacted by political decisions may also be a factor. For example, those who
work in the oil industry may feel that their jobs are at risk by climate change policies and will therefore look to support conspiracy theories that dispute global warming. People are also more likely to believe in conspiracy theories if
others around them, especially those they are emotionally connected to, believe in these theories.
As practitioners there’s possibility we may come across individuals who may believe in conspiracy theories, however, they may be vulnerable in other ways. It’s such individuals that may require support by professionals in a multiagency capacity to ensure they are not manipulated into any extreme or ideologically driven narrative. Seemingly far
-fetched conspiracy theories that push an opposing narrative can be of concern; especially to the vulnerable who
have been described as being more at risk during COVID-19.

Further Information / News
Two different Prevent training sessions are available via the Sandwell training portal. We offer FREE sessions for both our Understanding Extremism training (1 day) and our WRAP training (1-2 hours). These can be accessed by using the following link: https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/events-list?c=75. If you would like more information, please email any enquiries to Anthony1_Lloyd@sandwell.gov.uk

William Shawcross to lead independent review of Prevent - former Chair of the Charity Commission William Shawcross has been appointed as the new Independent Reviewer of Prevent. You can read the Government
announced appointment here.

Online Safety
•

As part of Safer Internet Day 2021, the Department for Education (DfE) published a new blog post on Educate
Against Hate (EAH) sharing their top tips to help young people stay safe online this #SaferInternetDay. The
blog offers advice on being safe online, how to respond to negative things seen online and tips for keeping
your data secure.

•

The link below is a tweet from the Home Office (HO) regarding groups tackling online radicalisation and improving digital literacy. We’ve been asked by the DfE and HO to share these with our network and promote
around Safer Internet Day. Please do share and tag us in if you use Twitter!
https://twitter.com/ukhomeoffice/status/1359161735400349697

•

If you would like some resources exploring Misinformation, Disinformation and Conspiracy Theories, project
provider Warning Zone have created some videos and instructional notes for Secondary Schools/Teachers.
They’re free and in line with this year's theme of 'An internet we trust: exploring reliability in the online world'.
Please let Prevent Education Officer, Justin_Nixon@sandwell.gov.uk know if this is something you would like
access to.

Report online material promoting terrorism or extremism
The UK Government online reporting tool is for reporting illegal or harmful information, pictures or videos found on
the internet.
Staff and individuals can make their reports anonymously and report material such as:
•

Articles, images, speeches or videos that promote terrorism or encourage violence;

•

Content encouraging people to commit acts of terrorism;

•

Websites made by terrorist or extremist organisations;

•

Videos of terrorist attacks.
For information, support or guidance on Prevent in Sandwell, you can email:

Prevent_Inbox@sandwell.gov.uk
If you would like to talk to someone about any queries, concerns, or a referral do not hesitate to make contact with anyone from the Prevent Team:
Strategic Prevent Coordinator: Pardeep_Brar@sandwell.gov.uk
0121 569 4725 / 07500 129348
Prevent Education Officer: Justin_Nixon@sandwell.gov.uk
0121 569 4725 / 07790 396643
TYS Prevent Officer: Sarfraz_Khan@sandwellchildrenstrust.org
0121 569 2322 / 07768 818439

DfE Coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687
Available: Monday – Friday (8am – 6pm)
Email address: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk

We are live on Twitter!
Follow us @preventsandwell for our latest
news...

