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The Academy closes on Friday 10
th

 February 2012 at 3.00pm 
The Academy re-opens on Monday 20

th
 February 2012 at 8.35am. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Half term is upon us. Over half term a number of Year 11 students will work on exam 
techniques or coursework completion with staff and full details are in the newsletter. Many 
students have worked particularly hard this half term and have ensured attendance is at 94%. 
Everyday counts. We have a new system for contacting parents about absences and I trust you 
will let us know how this is working. 
 
Late January Ofsted came to visit and we are awaiting our report. We know we still have areas 
around student achievement to address and will continue to work hard to ensure that all 
students achieve their potential.  Our focus is on those students whose progress is not in line 
with their peers nationally. Please support us by encouraging your child to join our homework 
club and study support sessions as well as enrichment activities. You can keep a check on your 
childôs progress, attendance, behaviour and homework online as well as receiving the report 
each half term. For details of how to access information securely online please contact the 
school and ask to speak Mr Fones the ICT network manager.  
 
Thank you for your continued support 
 
 

Janice Farrell 
Principal 
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OCCASIONAL DAYS FOR TEACHER TRAINING: 
Friday 30th March 2012 

 

SPRING TERM 2012 
Tuesday 3rd January ï Thursday 29th March 

Half Term Holidays: 
Monday 13th February ï Friday 17th February 

Main Holidays: 
Monday 2nd April ï Friday 13th April                                                                         

(Good Friday 6th April/ Easter Monday 9th April) 
 

SUMMER TERM 2012 
Monday 16th April ï Friday 20th July 

Half Term Holidays: 
Monday 4th June ï Friday 8th June 

 

May Day Holiday 
Monday 7th May 2012 

 

                                      
Year 9 Parentsô evening & options information night - Tuesday 6th March 

MMR vaccinations Year 10 boys and girls - Wednesday 21st March 
Primary Gym & Dance Festival - Wednesday 21st March 
Primary Gym & Dance Festival - Thursday 22nd March  

Secondary Gym & Dance Festival - Wednesday 28th March 
Secondary Gym & Dance Festival - Thursday 29th March 

 

Year 11 photograph - Monday 23th April 2.00pm 
Year 7 Parents evening - Tuesday 24th April  

Charity Quiz Night ï Friday 11th May 
HPV3 vaccinations Year 8 girls - Wednesday 16th May  

 

Leaversô assembly - Friday 2nd June 
Pre-work experience visit pm only - Thursday 28th June 

 

Year 6 induction day & evening - Wednesday 4th July 
Prom - Friday 6th July 

Sports Day ï Friday 13th July 
 



Free School Meals Application 
 

Do you receive either: - Income Support? 

Income - Based Job Seekers Allowance?  

Employment & Support Allowance (Income Related)? 

Guaranteed Pension Credit (Inc. Child Tax Credit) 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

Child Tax Credit, with an annual income of less than £ 16,190 

If you have answered Yes, your child may be entitled to free school meals.  

 

If you receive Working Tax Credit regardless of annual household income 

you will not qualify for Free School Meals. 

 

The Academy relies on funding from                                          

Free School Meals to provide resources for your child, 

therefore we urge you to please apply for them whether 

your child wishes to take a meal or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require any further information please contact the Academy 

on 0121 552 5501 and ask to speak to Mrs Rowlinson. 

 



Half term is a perfect opportunity for students to look for work experience 
placements, we ask that students do this as a matter of urgency due to the current 

economic climate and competition for placements from other schools. 
 

We would also like to remind students to hand in their parental consent forms                                                 
as soon as possible. 

 
Any queries or concerns regarding work experience by students or parents                                              

please contact Ms Yates at The Academy. 
 

Thank you! 
 

 

Please be aware that the opening and closing         
times for the gate allocated on the                          

New Birmingham Road are as follows:- 
 

The gate will be opened at 7.00am and                         
closed at 9.00am each morning. 

 
It will be reopened at 2.40pm and                         

closed at 4.30pm each day. 
 

Thank you. 



You need       

to know        

our login 

and 

password 
Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy 

Lower City Road 
Oldbury 

West Midlands 
B69 2HE 

Tel 0121 552 5501 Fax 0121 511 1326 

www.ormistonsandwell.org.uk 



                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Introducing the SAM Learning service 

At school we are always looking for ways to extend our studentsô learning. Part of our 

improvement programme involves the use of SAM Learning, a unique online service that covers 

all subjects. SAM has a proven track record; studies have shown that using the service leads to 

better exam results.   

 

Access details  

Students are able to access the service at anytime and anywhere. It is available to them in 

school, but also at home, in the library and community centre. All they need to do is visit the 

website and enter their unique login details.   

 

Website address: www.samlearning.com   

Centre ID: B69TH 
 

User ID: Date of birth followed by two initials: first name then last name. 
Example: 010896DJ is the User ID for David Jones born 1st Aug 
1996. 
 

Password: Initially same as the User ID, Learners are encouraged to change 
this to something difficult to guess.  
 

It is advised that students keep a record of the access details in their homework book. 

 

How to get involved  

All students will be taught how to use the service and you might wish to ask them how it works. 

The service enables homework to be set and marked which means that you can easily monitor 

the progress of your child. 

 

We hope that your child is able to take full advantage of SAM Learning and thank you in 

advance for supporting the initiative. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr A Qamar 
Assistant Principal

http://www.samlearning.com/


 

 

Staff at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy helped raise funds over the Christmas period 
for the Birmingham Children's Hospital, by not sending cards. Instead the staff wrote their 
seasonal greetings on a donation poster in the staff room.  
 
Thank you to all the staff that took part and raised £188.00 for this worthwhile course. 
 
Well done! 
 

 

Congratulations to Shakespeare house for winning last terms house prize with a 1000 house 
points! 
 
House points are awarded for excellent effort, excellent pieces of work, excellent attendance, 
punctuality and taking part in after school activities. Points are also awarded for excellent 
attitude towards to staff or peers. 

 
Well done! 

 



 

Over the last few years, robbery levels have fallen across the                                        
West Midlands, however there are still plenty of things you can do to                               

reduce your chances of becoming a victim of a robbery. 

 

¶ Keep your phone in your pocket and out of sight of potential thieves.  

¶ Consider turning your ring-tone off in public areas so it doesnôt attract 
attention to you. 

¶ Donôt text and walk & stay alert on the street. 

¶ If you have a ósmart phoneô consider downloading a tracking/security 
application so you can locate it if it is lost or stolen 

¶ Make a note of your IMEI number  
(type *#06# into your phone to access it). 

 

¶ If you use an MP3 player or iPod, be careful and vigilant to your 
surroundings. These items cost a lot of money and are quite desirable to a 
thief.  

 
¶ Donôt play it so loudly that it (1) stops you from hearing the traffic, (2) stops 

you from hearing what is happening around you, (3) attracts attention from a 
thief, or (4) causes a nuisance or anti-social behaviour to other people 
nearby (e.g., on a bus/train). 

 

¶ Donôt openly wear jewellery that could attract the attention of a thief. 
 

¶ Keep jewellery chains under your clothing if in a public place. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 



Date 
 

Start 
 

Length 
 

Board 
 

 

Comp 
Code 

 

Component Title 
 

Level 
 

Year 
Group 

 

Thu 01 
Mar 8.30am 30 mins AQA BLY1AP Biology Unit 1A GCSE/B 

Year 
11 

Thu 01 
Mar 8.30am 30 mins AQA BLY1BP Biology Unit 1B GCSE/B 

Thu 01 
Mar 8.30am 30 mins AQA CHY1AP 

Chemistry            
Unit 1A GCSE/B 

Thu 01 
Mar 8.30am 30 mins AQA CHY1BP 

Chemistry            
Unit 1B GCSE/B 

Thu 01 
Mar 8.30am 30 mins AQA PHY1AP Physics Unit 1A GCSE/B 

Thu 01 
Mar 8.30am 30 mins AQA PHY1BP Physics Unit 1B GCSE/B 

        

Fri 02 
Mar 8.30am 1 hour AQA 47251 

English lev 2 
Reading FSKL/L2 Year 

11 Fri 02 
Mar 8.30am 45mins AQA 47201 

English lev 1 
Reading FSKL/L1 

        

Fri 02 
Mar 

1.30pm 
& 

1.45pm 
1 hour AQA 47252 

English lev 2 
Writing 

FSKL/L2 

Year 
11 

Fri 02 
Mar 

1.30pm 
& 

1.45pm 
45 mins AQA 47202 

English lev 1 
Writing 

FSKL/L1 

Fri 02 
Mar 

1.45pm 
1 hour           

30 mins 
EDEXL 1380 1F 

Maths  F              
(Non Calc) 

GCSE/FC 

Fri 02 
Mar 

1.45pm 
1 hour           

45 mins 
EDEXL 1381 3H 

Maths H              
(Non Calc) 

GCSE/FC 

        

Mon 05 
Mar 

1.45pm 
1 hour             

30 mins 
EDEXL 1380 2F Maths F (Calc) GCSE/FC 

Year 
11 Mon 05 

Mar 
1.45pm 

1 hour           
45 mins 

EDEXL 1380 4H Maths H (Calc) GCSE/FC 

        

Thur 22 
Mar 

8.30am 2 hours EDEXL 
FST02 

ICT 
Functional Skills GCSE 

Year 
11 

 



Twenty GCSE History pupils travelled to Wolverhampton University on 19th January after school 
to listen to the Universityôs annual Holocaust Memorial Day Lecture. The event was free and the 
transport kindly funded by Deniece Gabriel and Extended Schools. This year the speaker was 
George Pogany who was 16 and living in Hungary when the Nazis occupied the country and 
spread the persecution of Jewish people. Mr Pogany gave a poignant account of having to wear 
the yellow Star of David and being deported in cattle wagons to Vienna, where he and his family 
were forced into hard labour. OSCA pupils had the opportunity to ask Mr Pogany about his 
experience of the Holocaust in a higher education setting which help to provide them with a 
better understanding of the Nazi Germany component of their GCSE course.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Students Involved: 
 

Dates: 
 

 

 

Year 11 
 

GCSE English ï Mrs Thomas 
 

GCSE  
English Language ï Mrs Yates 

 
Monday  
13th February 
2012 
 
9am to 12.30pm 

 
Unit 1 Study Support 
 
Section A & B 
 
Invitation letters have been sent out. 
 

 
Year 11  
 
GCSE English ï Mrs Thomas 
 
GCSE 
English Language ï Mrs Yates 

 
Tuesday 
29th May 2012  
Morning 
 
2hrs 15mins 

 

EXAM: 
AQA  GCSE English/ English 
Language New Spec 
Unit 1: Understanding and 
producing non-fiction texts 
SECTION A: Reading 
Students entered for Higher Tier will 
answer four questions based on three 
reading sources. 
Students entered for Foundation tier 
will answer five questions, requiring 
shorter responses, based on three 
reading sources. 
 
SECTION B: Writing 
All students do two writing tasks ï 
one shorter task worth 16 marks, and 
a longer task worth 24 marks. 

 



 

Da Vinci 
Head of House - Mr Malcolm Lovatt 
Guidance Manager - Mr Paul Laird 

 
Shakespeare 

Head of House - Mr Andy Morgan 
Guidance Manager - Miss Nicky Joyce 

 
Picasso 

Head of House - Mr David Dumbell 
Guidance Manager - Mrs Mandy Smallwood 

 
Dahl 

Head of House - Mr James Samuel 
Guidance Manager - Miss Kerry Clair 

 

 

Communications - Mrs Rachel Thomas 
 

Maths - Mr Akbar Qamar 
 

Humanities - Mrs Helen Dowen (Miss Emma Smith covering) 
 

Literacy - Mr Alan Peacock 
 

Arts - Mr Myk Wagstaff 
 

Science and Technology - Mr Christopher Byrne 
 

P.E - Miss Mary McIntyre 
 

Head of Sixth Form - Mr David McQuillan 
 

ICT - Mr Anthony Mills 
 

 
 



The                        
Post 16 

Consortium 
@OSCA16 

 
 
 

There is still time to apply for a place in the Sixth Form @OSCA! 
  

As expected, demand for places in our new Sixth Form has been high and a number                           
of courses are now almost full. However, there is still time to apply and enjoy                                         

the wide range of new courses on offer.  
  
  

Our new consortium means we can give our Sixth Form students all of the benefits                            
of a óbigô college, with more courses, more choice and more enrichment opportunities,                                      

but still have the personal support that our students value so much. 
  

If you have any questions about the new Sixth Form, or would like a copy of our new 
prospectus, please have a look on our webpage or contact Mr D McQuillan at OSCA. 

  
  

The Post 16 Consortium @OSCA16 will be the place to study, the place to learn                                       
and the place to be, Post 16. 

  
 
. 
 
 



 
The Sixth form now have a Blog to share some of the excellent work the Sixth Form at OSCA 
have been doing to help others and make a difference in their community. 
 
A number of students have taken part in 'That reading thing' scheme. The scheme trains young 
adults to support younger students with their reading skills. The students involved have given up 
their time, both to train in the techniques used to help young people improve their reading as 
well as giving up time to actually hear the lower school students reading. The results have been 
very promising, and some of the readers have improved their reading ages by a number of 
months, one young reader has even progressed by eighteen months! We are very proud of the 
Sixth formers involved, and the impact they are having. 
 
Log on and find out more! 

On Wednesday 25th January Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy students had the 
opportunity to sample a specially arranged Chinese menu to join in the celebrations for the 
Chinese New Year (the year of the Dragon). Kitchen staff provided a selection of Chinese meals 
which were; - chicken chow mein, vegetable chow mein, Chinese chicken, Chinese style 
vegetables and rice. This taste of the orient was available to students and staff to tuck into 
during lunch time.  
 
The Academy would like to thank Pauline and the kitchen staff for making it possible for 

everyone at OSCA to enjoy this celebration in a very tasty way. 



On Thursday 15th December 2011, 42 Year 11 students visited the Fortune Theatre in Covent 
Garden to see the stage version of the novel óThe Woman in Blackô by Susan Hill.  
They were accompanied by Mrs Yates, Miss Grace, Mr Khan and Ms Farrell. Year 11 first 
experienced some of the many sights in the city centre of London, including: Parliament Square, 
Big Ben, Westminster Abbey and Trafalgar Square, before arriving at the theatre. 
 
The play was thoroughly enjoyable and also educational as it helped the students with their 
understanding of the novel, which they were studying for GCSE English Literature. Despite not 
returning home until the early hours of the morning, Year 11 had a very interesting and 
entertaining trip, and the English Department are hoping to run this trip again with other year 
groups in the future. 
 

 



 
I really enjoyed our visit to the Warrens Hall Residential Home. I didnôt expect it to be as much 
fun as it was. All the elderly were really lovely and nice. They made me smile and laugh a lot 
and I did not really want to leave them. They told us that they are looking forward to Christmas 
and some of them couldnôt wait to see their families. I really appreciated it and I felt honoured 
that I got to see them. I have so much respect for them and I feel like I have done something 
really good for them as I made them smile and they were really happy to talk to us and make 
some Christmas cards with us. I am sure Iôm going to visit them again one day, because that 
was one of the most beautiful experiences in my life. 
 
The residential homeôs service they provide to the elderly is really good. All the staff are really 
nice to them. Itôs amazing how they help them every day with a big smile on their faces and they 
also enjoy it. I think itôs not just because thatôs their job but itôs also because they have respect 
for them and they make them feel happy like they made me feel. Itôs good that there are 
residential homes like this one, because not everyone is able to care for their grandparents or 
parents, and this is what people at residential homes do for them.  
 

 
Some of our Sixth Form students have been working with a group of Year 8 students recently 
on a programme called ñThat reading thingò. Everyone involved has enjoyed the books they 
have read. Well done to our Year 8 bookworms and congratulations to the sixth formers for their 
hard work. They will all receive and certificate and prize for their efforts and contribution. 
Our Year 7 students continue with Renaissance Learning in the Library once a fortnight. The top 
ten readers have read a staggering 1,026,957 words between them since September!  
Congratulations to Simran Bhogal who has read 10 books (316,244 words) and passed all the 
quizzes. 
 
Well done to James Melia in Year 8. His descriptions and use of key words in Science have 
impressed Mr Tomlinson. Hiran Heer has written a fantastic story about ñThe evil apple juiceò in 
her Hombase lesson, reports Miss Bayliss. Miss Grace has nominated Matthew Fuller in Year 8 
for writing his own version of the witches spell in 'Macbeth' using rhyme and interesting imagery. 
Also Kier Williams in Year 10 used really ambitious vocabulary and sentence structures for his 
creative writing controlled assessment. Mr Allen wishes to congratulate two members of his 
Homebase group, Amardeep Bhogal who has done some excellent descriptive work and Rhys 
Tandy in VRT also has done some excellent written work. 



 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
 
In order for us to continue to raise our standards in attendance we have introduced a new 
system that will contact Parents/Carers when your child is absent from the Academy.  This new 
system is called InTouch and it will do exactly that, enable us to stay óin touchô with our 
dedicated Parents/Carers! You should have already received a text message welcoming you to 
the new system and asking you to save the number so that you will identify any absence 
messages that you may receive regarding your child.  
 
If your child is absent from the Academy and we have not received a reason for this absence, 
InTouch will send you a text message asking for you to text back with the reason for your childôs 
absence and the date they will be returning to the Academy.  This will then automatically update 
your childôs records. 
 
As with any new system we may encounter teething problems and so if you experience any 
problems with InTouch please contact me at the Academy, where I will endeavour to answer 
any questions you have or help to deal with any issues that may arise. 
 
In order for us to use InTouch safely and effectively we need to ensure that our records are 
accurate, therefore could we ask that if you have not already done so, you inform the Academy 
of any new mobile numbers.  We would also welcome the opportunity to ask Parents/Carers to 
supply their email address so that you can take advantage of the Parental Access system that 
we already have at OSCA but also so that we can use the new InTouch system to contact you 
via email when or if the occasion arises.  
 
Students are reaching excellence in attendance at OSCA and we look forward to continuing to 
work in partnership with you, to raise our standards in attendance even further!! 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Miss J Cooper 
Attendance Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Following the Chrismas boxes of food and toiletries that Ormiston Sandwell Community 
Academy donated and sent to the Black Country Food Bank. The Sixth Form students visited 
the distribution unit on the 2nd February, to gain insight into what happened to the donations 
once they left school. 
  
The students met Wendy Fryatt, founder of the Food Bank who awarded them a certificate for 
the school, thanking them for their community contributions. The food received from OSCA 
weighed 83.5kg, which would provide around 80 meals for people in need of their support. 
 

 
The Pictures above show the Sixth Form with the food collection at school along                                       
with their trip to the Food Bank, where they gave more of their time to help and                                 

received a cerficate for all their commitment and support. 
 

Well to you all! 




