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The Academy closes on Friday 27th May 2011 at 3.00pm   

The Academy re-opens on Monday 6
th

 June 2011 at 8.30am. 



Lower City Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2HE 

Tel: 0121 5525501  Fax: 0121 5111326 

Email: principal@ormistonsandwell.org.uk  Web: www.ormistonsandwell.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are approaching the busiest half term of the year when we return from the half term break. 
Year 13, Year 12 and Year 11 will have vocational coursework formally assessed by external 
moderators. Exam revision sessions take place daily for Year 11 and they are expected to 
attend in order to gain additional support from staff throughout this critical period. 
 
Both Year 10 and Year 9 have exams this year, with Year 10 completing their GCSE English 
language exams and many students completing a vocational qualification at the end of June. 
Year 9 students will sit the new GCSE specification in English by completing an assessment 
paper just after half term. 
 
Both Year 8 and 9 have made option choices and by now they should have details of their 
choices. We strive to provide breadth and choice in the types of courses on offer so that there is 
something to appeal to different types of learner.  
 
Student Governance has expanded and developed additional sub groups for students to join. 
There are now Arts Ambassadors, Learning Consultants and an environment group. The 
students talked about their work and plans for the future at the Parentsô Forum on May 17th. 
There are now more opportunities for students to be involved in decision making. Head Boy and 
Head Girl nominations are under way and after half term we will look to select prefects from the 
new Year 11.  
 
Some new staff have joined us in the Spring term. Ms L. Clifford is our Success Centre 
Manager, Mr J. Calcutt has joined the IT support team and after half term Mrs D Gabriel starts 
work as the Extended Learning and Community Services Director.  
 
May I take the opportunity to thank you once more for your continued support in ensuring 
students are punctual, fully equipped for learning and attending regularly. 
 

Janice Farrell 
Principal 
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Summer Term 2011 
Tuesday 26

th
 April to Thursday 21

st
 July 

Half Term - Monday 30
th
 May to Friday 3

rd
 June 

Summer Term concludes - Thursday 21
st
 July 2011 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Work Experience pre-visit pm Wednesday 22
nd

 June 
 

Prom Friday 1
st
 July 

Year 10 Work Experience placement starts Monday 4
th

 July 
Sixth Form Leaverôs Assembly 6

th
 July 

Parentsô Forum Tuesday 12
th

 July ï 6.30pm to 7.30pm                            
     Sports Day Friday 15

th
 July 

 
 
 

  
                                      

Exam results will be issued on the following dates 
 

 GCE  -  GCE Thursday 18
th

 August at 12pm 
GCSE  -  Thursday 25

th
 August at 12pm 

 
 
 
 

 



Free School Meals Application 
Do you receive either:-  

Income Support? 

Income- Based Job Seekers Allowance?  

Employment & Support Allowance (Income Related)? 

Guaranteed Pension Credit (Inc Child Tax Credit) 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

Child Tax Credit, with an annual income of less than £ 16,190 

If you have answered Yes, your child may be entitled to free school meals.  

 

If you receive Working Tax Credit regardless of annual household income 

you will not qualify for Free School Meals. 

 

The Academy relies on funding from                                          

Free School Meals to provide resources for your child, 

therefore we urge you to please apply for them whether 

your child wishes to take a meal or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require any further information please contact the Academy 

on 0121 552 5501 and ask to speak to Mrs Rowlinson. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 



Year 10 Retail Diploma students at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy have been 

working on the exam unit. The Academy invited retail companies to send their representatives 

to speak to the students to help them get a greater understanding of how companies are run 

and organised.  

Over the last few weeks the students have had the opportunity to ask retail experts questions 

on unit 1.  Firstly Lisa O'Nions from Chapmans Electrical came and answered studentôs 

questions about the retail business and the impact of change on the retail industry from the 

point of view of her company.  

Then Naomi Smith came from The Midlands Co-operative came and answered the studentôs 

questions on human resources and the importance of that in the retail industry.  Naomi also 

bought a number of resources from The Midlands Co-operative on human resources which 

have helped the students with their learning.  

Finally Scott Hancock from House of Fraser in Wolverhampton came and answered the 

studentôs questions on retail business and the impact of change on the retail industry. 

Students Comments 
 
Rebecca Knott said ñthe information from the guest speaker has been useful and helpful with 
the revisionò. 
 
Shimaila Ayaz said ñthe lessons have been enjoyable as I have had the opportunity to ask the 
managers key information which will help with the revision for the examò. 
 
 

 
 

We would like to take this opportunity and thank all the retailers for their support with this unit 

and the students for their excellent behaviour.  

 



 
 

 

 

When your child arrives late at the Academy, they 
miss the teacherôs instructions and              

induction to the lesson. 
 

Fact: 
  

Minutes late per       
day during the        
Academy year 

Teaching and learning 
days lost per  

Academy year 
5 minutes 3.4 days 

10 minutes 6.9 days 

15 minutes 10.3 days 
20 minutes 13.8 days 

30 minutes 20.7 days 
 

   

Frequent lateness can add up to a considerable 
amount of valuable teaching and learning time lost.  
This is time that cannot be given back to your child. 

 
Please help your child reach their potential by 

ensuring they attend the Academy regularly and 
ON TIME!! 

 

Remember ï The Academy day begins at 8.35am 



 

 

 

 

 

On the 10th May members of Ormiston Sandwell Community Academyôs Student Governance 

and Student Voice Co-ordinator Mr Kabir Ahmed, had the rare opportunity to meet one of 

Britain's best known fashion icons, Gok Wan. They were invited along to BRMB Radio station 

for Gok's whistle stop tour of the country promoting his DVD regarding Body Confidence, aimed 

at all youngsters across the country. Navdeep Heer (Year 9), Bethany Jones (Year 10) and 

Dana Shakespeare (Year 9) not only met Gok Wan but also took part in an interview for BRMB 

which was aired Friday 13th May.  

A big thank you to Mrs Edmunds for hastily organising the visit. 

Well done girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 13th May Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy invited itôs Year 11 students, their 

parents and staff to their final assembly. Students arrived looking wonderful as they had all 

dressed up for this special occasion. The students were seated in their House groups for the 

event to start at 9.00am. 

The hall had been decorated for the event which created a fun atmosphere for everyone there. 

Ms Farrell started the proceedings and welcomed the audience to this special occasion to 

celebrate the studentôs time at the Academy.  

It was then time for Ms Farrell to start the presentations which started with the Principalôs 

Awards and certificates for attendance, with one special certificate for 100% attendance for the 

past five years which was awarded to Rhiann Willetts. 

The House presentations were next and Oscars were presented to some of our unforgettable 

students by the Heads of House and Guidance Managers. This was followed by three 

performances by students, the first of which was a very modern dance routine performed by 

boys in Year 11 and 7 called óEncounterô. Lorraine Mckenzie, along with her sister (ex-student) 

Natalie Mckenzie, entertained the audience with a performance of their very energetic dance 

routine. The last performance was given by Amy Downing who sang and played the guitar to a 

very emotional audience (Mr Laird came to the rescue and handed out the tissues). 

The time had come for Mr Laird to make the final speech, he shared his happy memories with 

the audience about the students (There werenôt many dry eyes in the room). 

The morning ended with tea and cakes and tearful farewells from students and staff. This 

momentous day is one that we hope our Year 11 students will treasure as one of their best 

memories of their school life. We would like to wish them every success with their exams and 

future.   

We would like to thank all the parents who came to celebrate this important stage in their 

childrenôs lives and also the staff and students who worked hard in organising and taking part in 

this very memorable assembly. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


