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Winning Christmas card design and poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Academy closes on Friday 17
th

 December 2010 at 12.20pm  
(Lunch will be available). 

 

The Academy re-opens on Wednesday 5
th

 January 2011 at 8.30am. 

Christmas is coming! 

Although days are dark and cold. 

Itõs time to remember friends new and old.  

May good fortune bless you 

and good health come your way, not just for Christmas but 

every single day. 

  

 



Lower City Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2HE 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

The end of term is approaching and the year 11 BTEC Music group are raising money to go to 

Great Ormond Street Childrenôs hospital by hosting a Talent Show on Wednesday evening. 

There are a number of talented students performing and we wish them every success. 

A number of events have taken place over this half term. Year 7 have visited Tamworth Castle 

as part of a Homebase project. A number of year 9 students have entered a Poetry Slam 

competition having worked with a local poet for a day. Some year 10 students have started 

working with a óCoaching for successó  programme involving a local company called óTargeted 

youthô. 

Students held a coin collection for óChildren in needô and student council completed a car wash 

raising £88.65. We had a fantastic Spectrum night on November 5th featuring the Dhol Blasters 

and dancing groups from school and the community. Families were treated to free 

entertainment with juggling, face painting and the Magic bus, as well as a variety of craft and 

food stalls.  

Next term we will have the first GCSE results for year 11 and continue with our first triple 

Science GCSE exams for year 10, Art and additional Science GCSE for year 11 and adult 

literacy and numeracy awards. We will support students with additional revision sessions not 

just in these subjects but in those where the final exam is in June.  

Thank you once more for your continued support in ensuring your child attends regularly, brings 

the necessary equipment and wears the correct uniform.  

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

 

 

Janice Farrell 
Principal 
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Autumn Term 2010 
 

Friday 3rd September to 17th December 

 
 

Spring Term 2011 
 

Wednesday 5th January to 8th April 
Half Term - Monday 21st to Friday 25th February 
Easter Holiday - Friday 9th to Monday 25th April 

 
 

Summer Term 2011 
 

Tuesday 26th April to Thursday 21st July 
Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday 

Half Term - Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 
Summer Term concludes - Thursday 21st July 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 Wednesday 15th December - 7.00pm to 9.00pm 
 

Training Day Tuesday 4th January 
Sixth Form information evening 25th January ï 4.30pm to 6.30pm 

 

Parentsô Forum Tuesday 8th February ï 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
Training Day Friday 18th February 

Year 10 Parentsô Evening Tuesday 29th February 
 

Year 9 Options Taster Day Tuesday 14th March 
Year 9 Options & Parentsô Evening Tuesday 14th March 

Options form deadline Friday 18th March 
Parentsô Forum Tuesday 22nd March ï 6.30pm to 7.30pm 

Primary Gym & Dance Festival Wednesday 30th March 
Primary Gym & Dance Festival Thursday 31st March 

 

Secondary Gym & Dance Festival Wednesday 6th April 
Secondary Gym & Dance Festival Thursday 7th April 

Achievement Assemblies Monday 4th April 
 

May Day Monday 2nd May 
HPV 3 vaccinations Year 8 girls Wednesday 4th May 

Junior Maths Challenge Friday 6th May 
Year 7 Parentsô Evening Tuesday 10th May 
Work Experience visit Friday 13th May 
Leaverôs assembly Friday 13th May 

Parentsô Forum Tuesday 17th May ï 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
 

Work Experience pre-visit pm Wednesday 22nd June 
 

Prom Friday 1st July 
Year 10 Work Experience placement Monday 4th July 
Parentsô Forum Tuesday 12th July ï 6.30pm to 7.30pm                              

Sports Day Friday 15th July 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Results of Christmas card competition. 
Congratulations to the following students;- 

 
1st place - Ravi Kumar and Sophie Shillam - Shakespeare 

 
2nd place - Georgina Moppett ï Dahl 

 
3rd place - Kamila Trojanowska ï Shakespeare 

 
4th place - Jardine Shaw - Da Vinci 

 
5th place -  Zaigom Hussain ï Dahl 

 
6th place - Sorbia Begum - Da Vinci 

 
7th place - Sophie Hyde ï Picasso 

 
8th equal place - Levi Bennett - Picasso 

Alice Franklin (words) Lauren Smith (design) ï Shakespeare 
 

9th place - Dan Wright and Katie Bradley ï Picasso 
 

10th place - Haiden Smith - Da Vinci 
 

11th place - Josh Ubhi ï Dahl 
 

Well done to you all the students that took part in this competition and congratulations to   
the winners and runner up whoôs art work and poem will now be used in the this yearsô 

Christmas card produced by the Academy.  
 

All winning entries have earned House Points. 

Well done!  

 

 



 

 

On Friday 19th November Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy took part in a Pledge Card 
Event at Tividale Park, organised by Tividale CoOP. Schools were invited to put their pledges 
against bullying on to giant pledge cards. Some of the pledges received were: 

 
óI will tell a teacher if I see someone getting bulliedô. 
óDonôt bully anybody because of their looksô. 

 óRespect each otherô. 
óSolve conflicts calmlyô. 

 
At the end of a week long campaign óTaking Action Togetherô the children from Burnt Tree 
Primary and Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy came together in Tividale Park. All the 
children showed their support against bullying by passing the pledge cards to each other. The 
pledge cards were then given to the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Joyce Underhill.   
 
The pledge cards will be on display at The Public in West Bromwich from Monday 29th 
November until Christmas.           . 
 

Well done to you all! 

 



 
 
 
                                                                                                                       
                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

6th Form students at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy organised activities to help raise 

funds for the charity Children in Need. Congratulations to all the students for raising £48.56 for 

this worthy course. 

Well done! 

 

 

1st prize (Bicycle) ï Orange winning ticket number 126 
2nd prize (Projection clock) ï Pink winning ticket number 36 

3rd prize (LCD photo keychain) ï Orange winning ticket number 266 
4th prize (Tin of chocolates) ï Pink winning ticket number 61 

5th prize (Tin of chocolates) ï Orange winning ticket number 86 
 

Congratulations to you all! 

 

Kitchen staff from Fresh, at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy helped support the 

óChildren in Needô charity. Fresh donated ingredients to make delicious Pudsey Bear biscuits 

that their staff sold to students and staff raising £40.00 on Wednesday 17th November.  

On Friday 19th November the staff cooked a special meal for the students the join in the fun. 

Well done to you all! 

 

 



 
 

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy in Lower City Road, hosted its 6th Spectrum event on 

the 5th November. This event was an opportunity for the diverse community to come together 

and celebrate commonalities. The whole community came together to celebrate.  

Spectrum attracted around 600 visitors and celebrated the festivals of Bonfire Night, the Hindu 
celebration Diwali and the Muslim holiday Eid, through performances in music and dance, crafts 
and food, with guest performers the internationally renowned Dhol Blasters.     
                                  
The event ran between 7pm to 9pm and was supported by a large number of staff and students, 
who ran stalls, performed and welcomed our community guests. The evening also gave an 
opportunity for the Academyôs students to showcase their talents while local partner 
organisations gave demonstrations and were also available for advice. Stilt walkers kept the 
crowds amused and entertained, while Osca Bear made everyone smile especially the 
youngsters as he walked around handing out sweets and waving. 
 
The Grand Finale of the evening was a spectacular firework display which completed a very 
successful evening that had provided fun and entertainment for the whole family while 
highlighting the way the Academy enhances community spirit. 
 
The Academy would like to send a big thank you to everyone that helped organise, helped, took 
part or came along and supported this fun event.  
 
Thank you and well done! 
  

 
 
 

 
 



 

  

 

    

 



 
 
 
 

Reporter 
 BTEC Music student 

Joshua Singh 
 

 

 

On Wednesday 15th December Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy will be holding a spectacular 

display of the Academyôs talents in óWeôve Got It!ô to raise vital funds for Great Ormond Street Hospital 

Childrenôs charity. 

From 7.00pm to 9.00pm the Year 11 BTEC Music group will be hosting the óWeôve Got It!ô talent night 

and inviting all from the community and beyond to come along for a night of jaw-dropping talent, there 

really is something for everyone and every member of the family, tickets will cost £2.50. 

The Year 11 BTEC Music group at the start of the year were faced with a task to produce an event. We 

wanted to produce something that was original, something that hadnôt been done before and thinking 

about that, we came up with the idea of a talent show. 

Nearing the Christmas season when the season of good will is at its peak, we realise that not all are as 

fortunate as us and to keep up the season of good will and to do our part for the children who truly are 

an inspiration to us, we decided to give all the proceeds of the show to Great Ormond Street Hospital. 

So many people have been touched by the care that Great Ormond Street Hospital provides and their 

dedication to young children. BTEC student Luke Pawlikoski said ñWe all want the children of Great 

Ormond Street Hospital to live fulfilling lives and experience the magic of Christmas this yearò. 

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy would like to say well done                                                                  

to all the BTEC Music students and good luck with the show. 

 

Student organisers and              
performers, staring with the back 

line up from left to right;-                    
Taranjit Sangha,                         

Rhiann Willetts, Alex Fogarty,                  
Claire Woodhouse,                    

Sophy Shillam,  Joshua Singh 
and Alexandra Roper. 

 

 



 

Date 
Start 
Time Length Board C/Code Component Title Level Yr Cands 

Thu 13 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA BLY2F 
Biology Unit 2              

Tier F GCSE/B 11 28 

Thu 13 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA BLY3F 
Biology Unit 3             

Tier F GCSE/B 10 14 

Thu 13 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA BLY3H 
Biology Unit 3             

Tier H GCSE/B 10 7 

Mon 17 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA CHY2F 
Chemistry Unit 2 

Tier F GCSE/B 11 62 

Mon 17 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA CHY2H 
Chemistry Unit 2 

Tier H GCSE/B 11 22 

Wed 19 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA PHY2F 
Physics Unit 2             

Tier F GCSE/B 11 34 

Wed 19 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA PHY2H 
Physics Unit 2             

Tier H GCSE/B 11 22 

Wed 19 Jan 2011 8.30am 
45 

mins AQA PHY3F 
Physics Unit 3              

Tier F GCSE/B 10 16 

 

 

 

 

Retail Business Diploma students from Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy have been 

working on the project with support from the University of Wolverhampton. The students have 

developed and learnt a number of skills which they can use to complete their project 

individually. 

As part of this the students had the opportunity to visit the University of Wolverhampton where 

they used their resources to help them with the project. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the university staff who were involved with the 

project skills. 

 

 



 

The dates for United Kingdom Maths Challenge are as follows:- 
 

Intermediate Challenge - Thursday 03 February 2011 
 

Junior Challenge - Friday 06 May 2011  

GOOD LUCK if you are taking part! 

 
Have a look at this link if you want more practice! 

 
http://www.wpr3.co.uk/UKMT/teachers/ 

 

 
 

 

Well done to all the Year 11 students who worked so hard for their November GCSE exams in 

English & Maths. Weôre sure all of the hard work and study will have paid off, and look forward 

to sharing the results with you in the second week of January. 

From all the staff at the Academy.  

Also If any students still have in their possession a Mathswatch CD, could you please return it to 

the Maths department so it can be used again. Thank you. 

 

 
 

The www.mymaths.co.uk  login has changed: 
 

Login: tividale 
 

Password: times1 
                                                                                                                                             

http://www.wpr3.co.uk/UKMT/teachers/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


 

This half-term during Homebase lessons, Year 7 students from Ormiston Sandwell Community 

Academy have started using the Accelerated Reader programme, run by Renaissance 

Learning. Every student has been to the Learning Resources Centre and taken an online 

assessment to discover the range of suitable books available to them. Mrs Rixson (Learning 

Resource Manager), has colour-coded the books used in the programme, so students know 

which ones they should be reading. Some students have also completed quizzes about the 

books they have read and are already working their way through new books.  

The Learning Resources Centre is open to all students at lunchtime and passes are available 

from Mrs Rixson in the Library, so go and grab a good book; that way youôll always have 

something to read during independent learning sessions.  

 

 
 
Seven Year 9 students from Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy performed in the Poetry 
Slam final at The Public in West Bromwich on the evening of Thursday 9th December, Bethany 
Blakeway, Timera Rowe, Navdeep Heer, Dana Shakespeare, Umrita Kaur, Keir Williams and 
Emily Page, wrote and choreographed their own piece of Slam Poetry which they performed to 
students and teachers from twelve other secondary schools from the boroughs of Sandwell and 
Walsall. 
 
Their performance was excellent and we were all very proud of them. 
 

 



 

 
 

Year 10 
Thursday13th January - Triple Science Biology am 

Wednesday 19th January - Triple Science Physics am 
 

Year 11 
Thursday 13th January - Additional Science Biology am 

Monday 17th January - Additional Science Chemistry am 
Wednesday17th January - Additional Science Physics am 

 

Study Support sessions for above exams 
These will run after school during the lead up to each exam.                                        

Pupils should ask their science teachers for details and a permission letter, which 
will need to be signed by parents/carers and returned to the Academy. 

 
 
 

  
 
Year 7 students took part in an Enterprise competition organised by Sandwell Education and 
Business Partnership. Students were asked to come up with and explain a new 'social 
enterprise' idea which could be used to make schools better places. There were a number 
of weird and wonderful ideas, but the panel decided the winning entrants were: 
  
  

1
st
 place Joel Isaac Year 7 ð Compost Bins 

2
nd

 place Nikki Grewal year 7 ð Car Share 
3

rd
 place Virk Year 7 ð Chilling Room 

  
Winning students received a certificate and prize for their ideas and the opportunity to take part 
in a Sandwell wide Enterprise final. 
  
Well done to them all! 

 



 

On the 8th December 2010 Year 11 BTEC Retail and Year 10 Art, Textiles/Art students got to experience 

what the world of fashion has to offer. Students were asked to visit the exhibit stands of various Colleges 

and universities where degree coursework was on display. Our students were asked to look through 

portfolios and sample the work produced, finding out where the degree students found inspiration and 

ideas in their work, thus linking any of the work to their own coursework. 

Students found the experience of trading valuable and were asked to evaluate if they would consider this 

a career pathway, through running a small business, being a freelance designer or a buyer. 

The merchandise at the Clothes Show is vast, giving our students the opportunity to spot many big 

names in the fashion world. Not only did they experience designer labels and outlets, students got to 

meet small business textile designers who make and produce quirky one off designs. 

The real excitement for our students came at the end of the day, when they viewed a real life catwalk 

show. 

The vibe was electric, with up to date music, strobe lighting, models, singers and dancers. Our students 

were truly entertained and they loved every minute of it. It was wonderful to watch their faces. 

The staff who attended the trip would like to congratulate the students on their behaviour and manners.  

Well done! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
You may be aware that the previous government directed that, by September 2010, all 
secondary schools and academies should make data for students available online for parents to 
access. 
 
At Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy, due to our commitment to e-learning and 
investment in new technology, we offer you as a parent the chance to access information about 
your child through our Online Management Information System. We believe that the ability to 
access information is crucial for you to gauge the progress that your child is making and trust 
that this will be a useful tool to focus conversations with them about their learning.  
 
Initially, you will be able to access information about attendance, behaviour, achievement, 
assessment data and also your child's classes and timetable. As the system develops we will be 
able to add information such as report cards, SEN information and online reports. 
 
Letters were sent out in September to parents offering access to this facility, if you did not 
receive this letter or would like to access your childôs information then please contact the 
Academy on 01215525501 or email e.parentsonline@ormistonsandwell.org.uk  
 
To access this data you will need a secure login. You will, of course, only be able access data 
about your child and we must therefore ask that you keep your login and passwords secure, as 
you would with passwords for online banking etc. 

 
We would welcome comments about the system and ways in which we can improve it. 
 

Darren Fones 
Network, Sims & E-Learning Manager 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:e.parentsonline@ormistonsandwell.org.uk


 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Here at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy, we place great importance on attendance 
and its link to attainment and expect all of our students to reach an attendance percentage of at 
least 95%.  The Academy has a responsibility to all of its students, to provide the best education 
available to them.  This can only be achieved by regular attendance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FACT 
 
Students attending more than 95% of the time usually gain 5 GCSE  A*-C  grades. 
Almost all students who attend well, leave the Academy with qualifications that will 
support their future training and employment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FACT 
 
95% means 50 lessons missed 
90% means 100 lessons missed 
80% means 200 lessons or the equivalent of half a terms work. 
Students with poor attendance are less likely to leave the Academy with qualifications. 
 
Please support us and help your child reach their potential.  Some absences are unavoidable 
but Parents and Carers can support the Academy by not taking holidays during term time and 
making medical appointments for out of Academy hours.  If you wish to discuss your childôs 
attendance then please feel free to contact me at the Academy. 
 
Remember ï Good attendance to the Academy is important and EVERY DAY COUNTS! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Miss J Cooper 
Attendance Officer 
 

 

 

The importance of good attendance and punctuality are clear: students achieve more and are 

more likely to have good employment prospects in the future. 

 

 

Students who have poor attendance and punctuality are less likely to achieve and do not have 

such good employment prospects.  Any time missed means lessons missed. 




