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Thursday 3
rd

 November 2011 

6.00pm ï 8.00pm 
An evening of fireworks, music, dance and crafts. 

Celebrating Bonfire Night, Eid and Diwali. 
 

Tickets 
£2.50 

Only available in advance from                               
the Academy Reception. 

 
 
 

 

 

The Academy closes on Friday 21st October 2011 at 3.00pm 
The Academy re-opens on Monday 31

st
 October 2011 at 8.35am. 

 

 



 
Lower City Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2HE 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We started the academic year with 86% of the Year 11 having achieved 5 A*-C GCSE grades 
and 100% 6th Form securing A level passes. Current Year 11 have already grades in GCSE 
English and many now will try to improve on that grade and sit GCSE maths in November.  
Revision classes are in place and the English and maths teachers are giving up part of their half 
term to work with students on exam techniques. Full details have been sent out by Mrs Thomas 
and Mr Qamar. 
 
Year 7 have settled in and are working well in Home Base with their tutors. They have recently 
completed an Enterprise Challenge and spent the day working with a mime artist.  
 
We havenôt left parents out and hope that you will join us at Spectrum on Thursday November 
3rd and come to one of our Parent Forum sessions (future dates to be advised) to find out more 
about what happens at the academy. We even have a place for a parent on the governing 
board; anyone interested please contact the Academy for an application form. 
 
It has been a busy half term and as you will read the students have been active. With good 
weather on our side Year 7 trip to Edgmond Hall, Year 11 Geography field trip and the Retail 
Diploma groupôs visit to John Lewis went extremely well. Visitors to school have included óWorth 
Unlimitedô working to train 6th Form students to become reading mentors to our younger 
students. In addition we welcomed Mr Johan to talk to the history students as part of our focus 
on Black History month. 
 
A lot of activities take place after school and we hope you will support the academy and 
encourage your child to participate.  
 
We say goodbye to Mr B Dent who retired in August and Mrs F Osazuwa who left us to 
undertake teacher training. 
 
Enjoy a restful half term. 
 
 

Janice Farrell 
Principal 
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2011 ï 2012 
 

 

OCCASIONAL DAYS FOR TEACHER TRAINING: 
Monday 7th November 2011 
Monday 12th December 2011 

Friday 30th March 2012 

 
AUTUMN TERM 2011 

Tuesday 6th September ï Friday 16th December 
Half Term Holidays:  

Monday 24th October ï Friday 28th October 
Main Holidays:  

Monday 19th December ï Monday 2nd January 2012 

 
SPRING TERM 2012 

Tuesday 3rd January ï Thursday 29th March 
Half Term Holidays: 

Monday 13th February ï Friday 17th February 
Main Holidays: 

Monday 2nd April ï Friday 13th April                                                                         
(Good Friday 6th April/ Easter Monday 9th April) 

 
SUMMER TERM 2012 

Monday 16th April ï Friday 20th July 
Half Term Holidays: 

Monday 4th June ï Friday 8th June 

 
May Day Holiday 

Monday 7th May 2012 
 

 
 
                                      

 
 

 
 

 



Free School Meals Application 
Do you receive either:-  

Income Support? 

Income- Based Job Seekers Allowance?  

Employment & Support Allowance (Income Related)? 

Guaranteed Pension Credit (Inc Child Tax Credit) 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

Child Tax Credit, with an annual income of less than £ 16,190 

If you have answered Yes, your child may be entitled to free school meals.  

 

If you receive Working Tax Credit regardless of annual household income 

you will not qualify for Free School Meals. 

 

The Academy relies on funding from                                          

Free School Meals to provide resources for your child, 

therefore we urge you to please apply for them whether 

your child wishes to take a meal or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require any further information please contact the Academy 

on 0121 552 5501 and ask to speak to Mrs Rowlinson. 

 



Years 7 and 8 Cookery Club 
Tuesday 

Time 3.05 to 4.30pm 
Venue room 202 

Half term is a perfect opportunity for students to look for work experience 
placements, we ask that students do this as a matter of urgency due to the current 

economic climate and competition for placements from other schools. 
 

We would also like to remind students to hand in their parental consent forms                                                 
as soon as possible. 

 
Any queries or concerns regarding work experience by students or parents                                              

please contact Ms Yates at The Academy. 
 

Thank you! 
 

 

Congratulations to Hayley Dicken and Natalie Biddle former Sixth Form students who have gone on 

to further education courses. 
  
Hayley is studying IT and Design at Numan University with the aim of becoming an ICT teacher 
having achieved the extended diplomma in ICT at Distinction (Equivalent to 3 A Levels at A*) 
and Natalie is studying HNC Photography at Sandwell College (Having achieved the diploma in 
ICT). 
  
Congratulations also to Ben Evans and Andrew Bagley on the successful completion of their 
ICT course having gained both the OCR Nationals Certificate in ICT and the Creative I-Media 
Certificate. 
 
Well done!



You need       

to know        

our login 

and 

password 
Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy 

Lower City Road 
Oldbury 

West Midlands 
B69 2HE 

Tel 0121 552 5501 Fax 0121 511 1326 

www.ormistonsandwell.org.uk 



                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Introducing the SAM Learning service 

At school we are always looking for ways to extend our studentsô learning. Part of our 

improvement programme involves the use of SAM Learning, a unique online service that covers 

all subjects. SAM has a proven track record; studies have shown that using the service leads to 

better exam results.   

 

Access details  

Students are able to access the service at anytime and anywhere. It is available to them in 

school, but also at home, in the library and community centre. All they need to do is visit the 

website and enter their unique login details.   

 

Website address: www.samlearning.com   

Centre ID: B69TH 
 

User ID: Date of birth followed by two initials: first name then last name. 
Example: 010896DJ is the User ID for David Jones born 1st Aug 
1996. 
 

Password: Initially same as the User ID, Learners are encouraged to change 
this to something difficult to guess.  
 

It is advised that students keep a record of the access details in their homework book. 

 

How to get involved  

All students will be taught how to use the service and you might wish to ask them how it works. 

The service enables homework to be set and marked which means that you can easily monitor 

the progress of your child. 

 

We hope that your child is able to take full advantage of SAM Learning and thank you in 

advance for supporting the initiative. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr A Qamar 
Assistant Principal

http://www.samlearning.com/


Remember Remember!! 

Maths Exam  
Wednesday 9th November and Monday 14th November 

 
Intervention slots are running in school. 

 Make sure you attend when you are supposed to! 
 

Additional support.... 
Every Thursday between 3.15pm - 4.15pm in the Maths rooms 

 
October Half Term Maths GCSE Revision 

 Tuesday 25th October between 9am - 12.30pm 
Useful websites: www.mymaths.co.uk, www.samlearning.com.uk 

And, last but certainly not least é. USE YOUR MATHSWATCH CD LOTS!! 
Any questions, please see your Maths teacher! 

 
GOOD LUCK!! 

 
 

Study support                    Tuesday 3.15pm until 4pm ï weekly (7 sessions) 

Half-term study support     Monday 24th October  9am to 12.30pm 

Pre-exam study support    Saturday 5th November 9am to 12.30pm 

 

Tuesday 8
th
 November am   Paper 1: Non-fiction Reading & Writing 

Friday 11
th
 November pm Paper 2: Poetry & Writing 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.samlearning.com.uk/


Wednesday 7th September 2011 was the day when we went on a trip to Edgmond Hall. It was a 
long process; first we went straight into the main hall and got split into two groups, coach 1 and 
coach 2. Then, when we got onto the coach, I sat by my old friend Haider, but I still talked to 
others and made new friends. The journey took a long time (just over 1 hour), but when we did 
arrive there, we were again split into two different groups (these groups were band A and band 
B). 
 
My group started off the day by having a go at fire lighting, which would have been easier if it 
wasnôt so windy and damp. We had to walk along a path to a certain place whilst collecting dry, 
thin leaves, grass and branches on the way. Then we laid out what we had collected and lit 
them by striking our own matches, my group must have used 4 out of 8 matches before we 
could get it lighted properly. 
 
Later we swapped tasks and we had to do some team building. There were a variety of tasks 
set for us to complete like: the Travel Bomb (bring a bucket around a track without ringing the 
bell, an electric floor game (walk across an obstacle course without touching the floor), flipping 
carpet (stand on a carpet and turn it over without coming off it) and many others. 
 
Altogether we did 4 activities, fire lighting, team building, acting with props and shelter building. 
My favourite activity was probably the fire lighting because I got to strike the match and light the 
fire. 
 
Finally, it was time to go so we collected our belongings from the hut and got back on the 
coach. I got to sit by my friend Andrew. 
 

 



 

Thank you for the work that you put into the Extended Services Agenda for OSCA, Co-op 
schools and the wider community your work is much appreciated. 
 

65 children had a fabulous time at the OSCA Summer Transition School it was one of the best 
yet! It was two weeks of archery, cookery, dance, drama, futsal (5 a-side football) arts, crafts, 
canoeing, orienteering, interactive games and not forgetting the animal man with his tarantulas, 
snakes and worms.  Our new Year 7ôs learnt new skills; met new friends, found their way 
around the academy and met key members of staff.  

 

Transition from Primary to Secondary can be a stressful time for parents, OSCA Transition 
invited Year 7 parents to come in and join the fun!  They took part in a literacy lesson with Mr 
Peacock and an Arts lesson with Miss Blount, Food and Mood workshops, Health and 
Wellbeing workshops provided by the NHS, Healthy Lunch box sessions and met with Mrs 
Thompson (Vice Principal), Jayne Cooper (Attendance Officer), Mandy Wakeman (Nurture 
Group), Lucy Clifford (Success Centre Manager) and Alicia Christian (Parent Champion).  
 
We would like to thank all the staff, providers and helpers and most importantly thank all the 
young people and parents for making the sessions a great success. 

 

Our extra curriculum timetable is varied and offers a range of activities both during and after the 
school day. Outings are a frequent occurrence and they extend the curriculum beyond the 
classroom with trips to the theatre, concerts, places of interest and museums.  Please see the 
extended services timetable for the full extra-curricular timetable. 
 
GOLF taster sessions start on Tuesday 18th October 2011 in partnership with Gary Kilmister 
from Dudley Golf Club.  For further information please follow this link 
http://www.dudleyandsandwellga.co.uk/  telephone Gary Kilmister on 01384 254020 or email 
gksgc@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Homework Club started on 3rd October 2011 in the Library from 3.00pm ï 3.45pm Monday - 
Friday.  Booking is essential if you require a light tea at the small cost of £1.95.  Just think once 
the homework and tea has been done, you can enjoy a quality family evening. 
 
OSCA will be the first school in Sandwell to have developed a finishing school for Young Ladies 
in partnership with Penny Edge Finishing School www.finishingacademy.co.uk. , OSCA will be 
working with Style Me Modelling Agency, BoHo Beauty Rooms, Paul Morton Photography, 
Nicolines Creative Spaces & Infamous Community Arts to bring POSH the art elegance, 
sophistication and Intelligence together.  Look out on the website for the launch of POSH in 
partnership with the finishing academy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dudleyandsandwellga.co.uk/
mailto:gksgc@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.finishingacademy.co.uk/


Being a parent is one of lifeôs greatest joys, but like anything worthwhile it is far from easy. 
Every day you have to make choices which shape your childôs future, and your choice of school 
is one of the most important and far-reaching. You are determined to secure the best for your 
child, and providing them with a first-class education is a great step in that direction. But where 
do you go from there? Engaging Parents in learning is one of the themes for the Extended 
Services and Community Learning department.  We are hosting a range of activities OSCA 
Coffee, Ormiston Mums Group and Ormiston Menôs Group to keep parents involved in life of 
OSCA, the groups are for you! 
 
New to OSCA for the Autumn Term 2011! OSCA will host an advice and guidance service, it will 
be held once per month; you will have access to quality advice to housing, benefits, money 
management and the credit union.  Look for start dates on the website. 
 

 

Have your say in the extended services and community learning department by becoming part 
of the OSCA Mumôs/Menôs group.  We will work together to look at the needs of our schools and 
apply for funding to deliver projects such as the social evenings, trips, family learning activities, 
residentials, proms, open mike session, holidays to the seaside.  Come on get engaged in your 
childôs learning! 
 

At OSCA the health and safety of all children is of paramount importance. Parents send their 

children to school each day with the expectation that school provides a secure environment in 

which their children can flourish. OSCA therefore has to ensure that this expectation becomes 

reality. In order to do this a wide range of measures are put in place; please view our 

safeguarding policy http://www.ormistonsandwell.org.uk/About/Policies/ 

 

 

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy will host a                                       
family learning day on 25

th
 October 2011.                                                        

Come along to a family day where there will be                                                    
lots of activities from sports, arts, crafts and cookery                                               
for the family and activities to keep the youngsters                                        

occupied whilst you have a cup of tea! 

 

 

 

http://www.ormistonsandwell.org.uk/About/Policies/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Three Year 8 students Dylan Pratt, James Boden and Jordan Jakeways from Ormiston 
Sandwell Community Academy have been selected for the district football team. The team is 
made up of the best footballers from all the Sandwell schools. 
  
Congratulations also to Anderson Ongono who has been selected to play for West Midlands 
County football team and has also been signed to play for Walsall Football Club. 
 
Well done! 
  

OSCA vs Bristnall Hall              OSCA vs Perry Fields            OSCA vs Shirelands 
Year 7    Won    4 - 2                   Year 8    Lost    1 - 7                 Year 7       Lost  ..  0 - 7                                   
Year 9    Draw   3 - 3                   Year 9    Won    7 - 3                 Year 8      Lost .  . 3 - 7                                   
Year 10  Lost     2 - 5                  Year 10   Lost    0 - 6                       Year 9      Won .   4 - 3                                   
                                                    Year 11  Won    9 - 5                       Year 10    Lost . .  4 - 6     
                               
OSCA vs Oldbury College of Sport     
Year 7    Lost  1 - 7                                  
Year 8    Lost  1 - 9                                  
Year 9    Lost  0 - 7                                  
Year 10  Lost  0 - 6                       
            
Despite the disappointing results we were all very proud with the effort and behaviour of our 
students, they were all a credit to the Academy.  
 
Many thanks Mr Horton, Mr Laird and Mr Lovatt for running the teams!! 
  
 

Year 9 pupils had a visit from 'Thinktank' (part of Birmingham Science Museum) on Monday 3rd 
October. A large black inflatable dome was assembled in the hall and once inside pupils 
experienced a fascinating look at 'Space', 'Cells' and 'Atoms'. The visit has helped Year 9 with 
the early start to their Science GCSE course. 
                                                 

 
Tuesday 15th November is re-sit day in science for Year 11 students. Study Support is running 
on Wednesdays after school and during half term. Parental permission letters are available from 
science staff. 
 

A Science Club is beginning after half term. Mr Tomlinson will be providing details soon. 

 

 



 

Date 
Start 
Time Length Board 

Comp 
Code 

Component 
Title Level ROOM 

Tue 8th 
Nov 

8.30am 
1hr 

45mins 
AQA 3702/1F 

ENGLISH 
A PAP 1 F 

GCSE 

Great Hall         
Room 47 

Tue 8th 
Nov 

8.30am 
1hr 

45mins 
AQA 3702/1H 

ENGLISH 
A PAP 1 H 

GCSE 

        
Tue 8th 

Nov 
11.20am 2hrs AQA 

 
Graphics 

Mock Exam  
Great Hall 

        
Wed 9th 

Nov 
2.00pm 

1hr 
30mins 

EDEX 1380/1F 
MATHS 

NON CALC 
GCSE Great Hall                

Room 47                
Rooms 28 & 29             

Office top 
corridor 

Wed 9th 
Nov 

2.00pm 
1hr 

45mins 
EDEX 1380/3H 

MATHS 
NON CALC 

GCSE 

        Fri 11th 
Nov 

2.00pm 
1hr 

30mins 
AQA 3702/2F 

ENGLISH 
A PAP 2 F 

GCSE 

Great Hall               
Room 47 

Fri 11th 
Nov 

2.00pm 
1hr 

30mins 
AQA 3702/2H 

ENGLISH 
A PAP 2 H 

GCSE 

        
Mon14th 

Nov 
8.30am 

1hr 
30mins 

EDEX 1380/2F 
MATHS 
CALC 

GCSE Great Hall               
Room 47   

Boardroom             
Office top 
corridor 

Mon14th 
Nov 

8.30am 
1hr 

45mins 
EDEX 1380/4H 

MATHS 
CALC 

GCSE 

        Tue 15th 
Nov 8.30am 

30 
mins AQA BLY1AP 

SCIENCE 
MODS GCSE 

Great Hall                 
Room 47   

Boardroom              
Office top 
corridor 

Tue 15th 
Nov 8.30am 

30 
mins AQA BLY1BP 

SCIENCE 
MODS GCSE 

Tue 15th 
Nov 8.30am 

30 
mins AQA CHY1AP 

SCIENCE 
MODS GCSE 

Tue 15th 
Nov 8.30am 

30 
mins AQA CHY1BP 

SCIENCE 
MODS GCSE 

Tue 15th 
Nov 8.30am 

30 
mins AQA PHY1AP 

SCIENCE 
MODS GCSE 

Tue 15th 
Nov 8.30am 

30 
mins AQA PHY1BP 

SCIENCE 
MODS GCSE 

        
Wed 16th 

Nov 
8.30am 1hr AQA 47251 

FSKL 
READING/ 
DIPLOMA 

FSKL/L2 

Great Hall 

Wed 16th 
Nov 

8.30am 1hr AQA 47252 
FSKL 

WRITING/ 
DIPLOMA 

FSKL/L2 

 



 

Dr Jahan Mahmood visited the Academy on the 13th and 14th October 2011, to share with 
students the tremendous contribution that black minority ethnic groups have made to our 
country in World Wars I and II.  At the end of every session Dr Mahmood sent out a strong anti-
war and anti-gun message to the students. 
 
Emma Smith, Curriculum leader for History at the Academy said ñit will help students to consider 
that history affects every group in society, as well as allowing students the opportunity to study 
history in a different wayò. 
 
In addition the Sonia Sabri Company brought Kathakbox to OSCA on 13th October 2011.  Katha 
box is a combination of Indian Kathak danceôs grace, vigour and the rhymes of Hip Hop culture.   
 
This month at the Academy is not only a time to reflect on our past and celebrate our shared 
history; it is also a time for us to work together on shaping our future. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Jahan Mahmood with students from Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy 

studying the artefacts from World War I and II. 



The Post 16 Consortium @OSCA16 
Exciting news from the Sixth Form! 

 
We have joined up with two partner schools to create one amazing Sixth Form. 

 
The Post 16 Consortium @OSCA16 will be the place to study, the place to learn and the place 

to be, Post 16. 
 

Our new consortium means we can give our Sixth Form students all of the benefits of a óbigô 
college, with more courses, more choice and more enrichment opportunities, but still have the 

personal support that our students value so much. 
 

The Sixth Form area has been re-furbished and re-branded to reflect our new role as a key 
campus in the consortium. 

 
Look out for more information at parents evening and on the school website. As we are offering 
a number of new and specialist courses, we recommend that students should apply early as we 

expect demand for places to be high. 
 

Look out for óThe Post 16 Consortiumô marketing campaign in local newspapers and 
forthcoming events. 

 
@OSCA16 ï Itôs going to be big! 

 

 

Staff and students are working hard to include ñThe word of the weekò in their lessons. The first 

one was endurance, which is something we all need plenty of at the start of a new academic 

year! Year 7 students have begun their reading challenges using Renaissance Learning in the 

Learning Resources Centre, so we are looking forward to seeing how well they perform in their 

quizzes.  

Our budding journalists have made a start on our plans for BBC School Report day in March 

next year. They meet every Thursday lunchtime in the Learning Resources Centre. Anyone 

from years 7 to 11 is welcome to join ï see you there! 

 

Congratulations to these students who have demonstrated excellent literacy skills in Humanities 
lessons:  
  
                       Year 8: Cameron Young - for using key words and explaining words. 
                       Year 9: Mohammed Ajmal - for a superbly written Titanic essay. 
                       Year 10: Karenjeet Thandi - for consistently good History work. 
                       Year 11: Mary Jones - for excellent work in History and Geography. 



Year 11 Retail Business Diploma group had the opportunity to visit John Lewis in Solihull. John 
Lewis planned a number of different activities for the students ranging from customer service to 
retail theatre.  The students focused the morning on Customer Service and had the opportunity 
to visit different departments and mark the employees on the service that they were providing.  
 
The students also did some introductory work towards the Retail Theatre unit where they 
planned the Christmas shop. They were given props by John Lewis and as a group had to 
decide where they would put the products. Also each group fed back on their ideas.  They were 
then taken down to the Christmas shop and compared their plan to what John Lewis had done.  

We went to John Lewis to do activities to help with our retail units. The activities included 
working in groups and going round the shop floor to see how the employees were working.  This 
helped with our retail work as we got to see how the shop works and how the store meets their 
customersô needs.  The best part of the day was working in groups to layout the shop floor for 
Christmas stationary. We then got to see how they set it out and how close we were to their 
plan.  
 

We went to John Lewis in Solihull and walked around the store and had a look at the pricing, 
the layout and the queues in the store. Later we gave feedback to the staff at John Lewis and 
told them what we thought. We then did a layout of the bottom floor where we designed the 
Christmas season products.   
 
Year 11 student Navjeet Kaur said that she found the visit to John Lewis very helpful and useful 
as she had a tour of the store and was trusted to go around the store. This helped me with my 
retail work as we got to see the different customer service roles that the employees had and 
could relate this back to my customer service assessment. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank John Lewis for supporting our students with a 
visit to their store and especially Trudi Gardner (Learning & Development Coach) who has 
visited the students at the Academy at the start of this term with the Diploma. 
 
Thanks to Mrs Ali and Mr Ahmed who accompanied the Year 11 students on this trip which 
proved to be a great day. 
 

 

 
Year 11 
Retail 

Business 
Diploma 
Students 

Outside the 
John Lewis 
in Solihull. 



 

 
The TeacherLab was developed by the Principal and Academy staff of Ormiston Sandwell 
Community Academy (OSCA), in partnership with the Education Foundation, to provide a 
focused and supportive environment for learning. 
 
The óLabô is an in-school tool used to support the continuous professional development of 
teachers. It will act as a space for school improvement and will focus on the development of 
óTeaching and Learningô it aims to raise the engagement of students in learning. 
 
Already many teachers have óexperimentedô within the pace and accessed a range of new 
resources such iPod touch devices, flip cams, voice recorders and wireless notebook 
computers. Both the teachers and students who have started to use the facilities have reported 
a really positive influence upon the learning environment and the progress made. 
 
 

The new Sixth Form students participated in a Study Skills programme which was presented to 
assist with the transition from Year 11 into Year 12. The morning session focused on 
progression routes, study skills and teambuilding. All students were enthused and engaged in 
the varied activities and we were very impressed by their approach to revision techniques. 
  
During the afternoon the students were given the opportunity to visit the Botanical Gardens.  
The tardens provided a unique and relaxing setting for all Sixth Form students to build 
friendships and reflect on the morning session.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sixth Form students enjoying the afternoon at the                       

Botanical Gardens in Birmingham. 



 

 

AT ORMISTON SANDWELL COMMUNITY ACADEMY WE OFFER A WIDE 

RANGE OF FACILITIES, AVAILABLE FOR HIRE EVERY EVENING AND 

WEEKEND: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A TOUR OF OUR FACILITIES 
PLEASE CONTACT US ON 0121 552 5501 BETWEEN 6-9 PM. 

 

ORMISTON SANDWELL COMMUNITY ACADEMY 
LEISURE FACILITY, LOWER CITY ROAD, 

TIVIDALE, OLDBURY, B69 2HE. 
 

 

 

                  

                                                                                                               

                      

 


