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Primary Gym and Dance Festival Wednesday 24 th March 2010 
Primary Gym and Dance Festival Thursday 25 th March 2010 

 
Secondary Gym and Dance Festival Tuesday 30 th March 2010                  

Secondary Gym and Dance Festival Wednesday 31 st March 2010 
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The Academy closes on Friday 12 th February 2010 at 3.00pm 
and re-opens on Monday 22 nd February 2010 at 8.35am 
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Dear Parent/Carer, 
�
It has been an exciting start to 2010 with staff and students working incredibly hard. 
Year 11 have responded well to my September challenge to improve on last year’s 
GCSE results. Many are proud of their achievements and know that they can tackle 
GCSEs and BTEC subjects with confidence. Sixty students have been working 
closely with Dr Roy Paget who specialises in learning techniques. I do hope they 
remember to keep up with 20 minute revision sessions and believe us when we say 
‘You can achieve’. 
 
Thank you to the parents and carers who supported students at the year 11 and year 
10 parents’ evenings. You will receive their half termly report this week.  
 
After half term we have our KS3 review day for parents and students. Letters have 
already gone out so do contact us if you haven’t received one. The half termly report 
for years 7 to 9 will be issued on this day. 
 
Thank you to all those who are working hard to support students whether it’s by 
setting aside a quiet place to study, checking through their work, signing planners 
and ensuring that they maintain high levels of attendance.  It is much appreciated 
and we see the results in the progress those students make. 
 
Lots of exciting events have taken place this half term and students of different ages 
have had the opportunity to get involved. We will be hosting our first Academy gym 
and dance festivals in March. Year 10 are gearing up for work experience in 
summer. Exams feature in every term not just for year 11 or the 6th form hence the 
importance of being in school and learning. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Enjoy the half term break. 
 
 
Janice Farrell 
Principal 
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School closes for Half Term  –  Friday 12 th February 3.00pm 
 

 

Year 9 Options Taster Day   -   Tuesday 16th March 
Year 9 Options Evening   –   Tuesday 16 th March 

Friends of OSCA meeting   –   Tuesday 23rd March 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
Primary Gym & Dance Festival   –   Wednesday 24 th March 

Primary Gym & Dance Festival   –   Thursday 25th March 
Secondary Gym & Dance Festival   –   Tuesday 30 th March 
Secondary Gym & Dance Festival   –   Wednesday 31th March 

 

Year 10 Work Experience  –   Monday 17 th May to Friday 28 th May 
Year 11 on site revision programme starts & GCSEs begin   –   Monday 17th May 

Friends of OSCA meeting   -  Tuesday 18 th May 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
Year 10 Core Science re-sits  -  Thursday 20th May 
Year 9 Exam week  starting -  Monday 24 th May 
Year 10 Core Science re-sits  -  Thursday 26th May 

Year 10 Core Science re-sits   -  Thursday 28 th May 
 

English & Maths study support   -  Wednesday 2nd June 
English GCSE   -  Tuesday 8 th June 
English GCSE  -  Monday 14th June 

Year 7/8 Exam week  -  Monday 14 th June 
Post 16 Leavers’ assembly  -  Thursday 24th June 

Year 11 Prom  -  Friday 25 th June 
 

Year 12/13 BTEC placement week  -  Monday 28 th June to Friday 2 nd July 
Year 9 Science exam period  -  Monday 28th June to Friday 2nd July 

New intake day & evening  -  Wednesday 7 th July 
Year 10 ALN tests  -  Tuesday 13th July 

Celebration rewards assembly  -  Tuesday 20 th July 
Sports Day  -  Wednesday 21st July 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Term Dates 
 

 
Spring Term 2010  

 
4th January to 1st April. 

Half Term: 15th February to 19th February. 
 

Easter Holiday: 2nd April to 16th April. 
 

 

 
Summer Term 2010  

 
19th April to 22nd July. 

May Day:  3rd May. 
 

Half Term:  31st May to 4th June 
Academy year concludes Thursday 22nd July. 

 
Training Day Friday 18th December 2009 

Training Day Friday 16th April 2010 
 

Student performance reviews will be  
issued each half term. 
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On Wednesday 27th January Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy was officially 
opened. The Academy invited th
members of Teenage Cancer Trust with
Digby, Lord Jones of Birmingham
officially open the Academy.
 
The day started with each year group
alongside workshops that concentrate
poetry. The students focused fully on the day and produce
which made it difficult to select just a few piece
 
The day was a great success and showcase
and staff at their best. 
 
We would like to thank Nat West, Apause
Murray, Nigel Revell and Lord Jones 
event to be proud of. Thanks also to all the students and staff who worked hard in 
organising the day and for the
 
Well done! 
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January Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy was officially 
opened. The Academy invited the Chairman of Ormiston Trust, Peter Murray OBE, 

bers of Teenage Cancer Trust with their Director of Education, Nigel Revell 
Digby, Lord Jones of Birmingham, to spend the day with students and staff and to 
officially open the Academy. 

The day started with each year group having an assembly hosted by our guests 
longside workshops that concentrated on healthy living, fund raising

used fully on the day and produced excellent pieces of work 
which made it difficult to select just a few pieces to showcase on the afternoon.

The day was a great success and showcased the work of the Academy’s students 

We would like to thank Nat West, Apause, Decca, Teenage Cancer Trust, 
Murray, Nigel Revell and Lord Jones for their help and support in making this an 

Thanks also to all the students and staff who worked hard in 
the hospitality shown to our guests during their visit.
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hospitality shown to our guests during their visit. 
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Ten aspiring A* students from Year 10 took part in a debating Shakespeare day at  
Shakespeare’s Birthplace Trust in Stratford, working with students from five other 
Sandwell and Dudley schools, and undergraduates from Birmingham and Warwick 
Universities. 
 
During the day the students were introduced to a range of debating techniques, 
closely analysed Shakespeare’s language and worked in teams to propose or 
oppose the motion that Macbeth was a coward. 
 
The students will return to Stratford later this month for a final competitive debate 
against an even wider group of students. 
 
Good luck to: Leah Bargota, Joe Harris, Mariam Imran, Amanveer Johal, Paige 
Magson, Calum Numan, Luke Pawlikowski, Faiza Shafiq, Sherelle Simms and Nicola 
Weaver. 
 
 

 
�
Students at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy are helping to set new 
standards in Sandwell by being part of the new Retail and Business Diploma. This 
has been developed with employers and higher education as a new choice alongside 
A levels, GCSEs and apprenticeships.  
 
A group of Year 9 students visited the Sandwell Diploma Roadshow, at the West 
Bromwich Albion football ground on Wednesday 13th January 2010. The students 
had the opportunity to learn about the Diploma by going through four different zones: 
Excite, Explore, Engage and Educate. 
 
The day gave students an overview of Diplomas, an idea of where a Diploma might 
lead them and a sense of what the day to day study of a Diploma might actually be 
like. The students gave positive feedback from this event as follows: 

“Really useful and taught me everything I need to know”. 
“It was a good opportunity to have been given questions to answer on a Diploma”. 

“I know more about a Diploma now”. 
 

This was a successful event and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
students and staff that attended.  
 
Also as part of the Retail Business Diploma which will be introduced in September 
2010, links have been made with retailers, such as House of Fraser, John Lewis and 
Chapmans Electrical. 
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Congratulations to all Year 11 students for excellent results in your 
English & Maths GCSEs taken in November. You worked incredibly hard 

and achieved one of our best set of results so far. The hard work 
continues with resits in the summer, English Literature and Statistics 

exams, but you have given yourselves a great base to spring up from. 
 

Well done! We’re all very proud of what you have achieved. 
 

The English & Maths Departments 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
If you are resitting your Maths GCSE in June, please note that the dates 

for the exams are; 
 

Monday 7th June (Non Calculator) 
 

Friday 11th June (Calculator) 
 

Make sure you are using your MATHSWATCH CD regularly with the 
Revision Schedule. If you do not have any of these things,                          

please see Mr Qamar in Room 4 
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Congratulations to Year 9 student Alex Homer for achieving 100% attendance during 
the first academic term.  
 
Alex was the lucky student to have his name selected out of twenty students in the 
prize draw run by the School Council that encourages 100% attendance. The prize 
draw was open to all Year 9 students with the winner receiving a prize of a Mountain 
Bike worth £100.00.�
 
Tisa Carroll (Vice Chair/Peer Mentor Coordinator) presented Alex with his prize 
during assembly. Alex was clearly delighted with his prize and was eager to make 
good use of it. 
 
Well done to all those in the Academy who managed 100% attendance for the first 
term. 
 
Further prizes and rewards will be offered by Student Council to other year groups in 
the coming weeks to encourage pupils to attend the Academy, so don’t miss out! 
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As part of Holocaust Memorial Day on Wednesday 20th January, a group of Year 11 
students had the opportunity to go to an evening talk by Holocaust survivor Dr Martin 
Stern at Wolverhampton University. He told the story of his childhood as a Jew in 
Nazi Germany and later, his life in concentration camp. He spoke about his eventual 
escape and how he has rebuilt his life.  
 
It was a great opportunity for students to think about the difficult events of the 
Holocaust, as well as visit a university and hear a lecture from an excellent public 
speaker.  
 
Thanks to Dr Martin Stern and Wolverhampton University. Thanks also to Miss 
Conwy and Mr Hodgkinson for accompanying the students on this trip. 
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On Wednesday 27th January a group of Year 11 students (Jade Williams, Louise 
Bennett, Naomi Phillips, Sam Boyd, Anisha Hanif, Hoppie Williams and Daniel 
Hipkiss from Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy),  decided to raise money for 
the Red Cross. The event space was the venue used for this activity. The students 
put up posters around the school and encouraged students and staff to come and 
have red crosses painted on their faces or hands at a cost 50p each. Altogether they 
raised £26.  
 
Our thanks go to Jade Williams, Louise Bennett, Naomi Phillips, Sam Boyd, Anisha 
Hanif, Hoppie Williams and Daniel Hipkiss for organising this event for this very 
worthy course. 
 
On Thursday 28th January three of the Year 11 students Louise Bennett, Naomi 
Phillips and Daniel Hipkiss went to the West Bromwich Albion Football ground to 
represent the group and give a presentation of the event they had organised. The 
group’s successful idea and presentation enabled them to win the certificate for ‘The 
best creative group’. 
 
Well done to all the students for their hard work and involvement in this project and 
congratulations for the achievement of ‘The best creative group’.  
 
We would like to thank Mr Ahmed and Miss Conwy for supporting the students on 
this trip.  
�
 



 
Well done to all the Year 9 and 10 students listed below for taking part in the           
UK Maths Challenge Exam on Thursday 4th February.  The results of the Maths 
Challenge will be available from the 10th March.  
 
Good luck! 
 
 

   YEAR 9 
�
David Adebayo             Andrew Dawson          Courtney  Jones        Erlinda Sokoli    �
Rebecca Allen        Sarjon Dosanjh           Amir Khan                    Ervina Sokoli�
Andrew Bache        Holly Eaton                Rebecca Knott          Audrey Tchatchou�
Caitlin Banner          Dilan Ghag                  Kizzy Osborne         Thanapriyan Tharmaraja�
Amy Beatrup               Ryan Hill                      Rebekah Porter            Chloe Ward�
Luke Chatwin               Alexander Homer        Craig Price                      Conor Ward           �
Megan Collins            Tenisha  Jeffers           Chloe Robinson� Lara Williamson�
Jamie Cooper             Bethany  Jones            Gurpreet Sahota� Daniel Wright�

 

  
 
  YEAR 10 
 

�
Leah Bargota             Danny Fowkes           Calum Numan                Daniel Stinton�
Jordan Beard� Amanveer Johal             Sean Owen                    Tanvir Takher  �
Hardip Brar                Ellie Jones                     Emily Priest                  Mustajaab Taqdees�
Jennifer Cox              Simon Lowe                   Daniel Purcell     � Diana Walaszczyk�
Mol-Leigh Davies       Anisa Mohammed          Amanjit Sandhu� �
Manraj Dhinsa            Charlotte Murray            Taran Sangha� �
Jamie Evans              Zak Nash                       Have Sokoli� �
� � � �
�
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AS Level Maths Class will be held every week starting on 
 

Wednesday 24th February between 3.15pm – 4.15pm 
 

with Mr Qamar 
 

Please ask for a letter if you are interested.  
�
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On Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th January Year 7 students from Ormiston 
Sandwell Community Academy took turns in two Enterprise Challenge days, hosted 
by the Sandwell Education & Business Partnership. The days focused on the three 
R’s, Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. Representatives from local businesses were 
invited to take part to help to explain the ways in which this can be achieved.  
 
The students were first of all put into groups to work with other students that they 
had never worked with before, they were then asked to imagine that they were 
running a recycling business. The students discovered ways in which they could 
recycle items and reduce waste. As part of the challenge the students were asked to 
produce colourful and detailed banners, leaflets and posters to help get the recycling 
message across. 
 
On both occasions the students and staff enjoyed a lovely buffet lunch which was 
provided by their hosts.  After the lunches students gave presentations of their group 
work, which had been judged throughout Wednesday and Thursday, with the 
winning groups from each day receiving certificates and medals. 
 
The days were a great success and were enjoyed by the students, who made the 
following comments:  

“I enjoyed the day and we learnt a lot”. 
“The day was amazing. I really enjoyed it”. 

“It has helped my confidence”. 
“It was nice meeting people from Industry”. 

 
Thanks to the staff at Sandwell Education & Business Partnership for providing these 
very enjoyable and educational days, and to all the Year 7 students and staff who 
were excellent ambassadors for the Academy. 
  
Well done! 
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On Thursday 28th January Year 8 gifted and talented Performing Arts students took 
part in a workshop for an entire day. During the day they worked with professional 
performers and a vocal coach. The students prepared a selection of performances 
from the hit Musical ‘Hairspray’. They also had the opportunity to learn about stage 
make up (the boys loved it!) as well as finding out about working in the performing 
arts industries.  
 
All of the students worked really hard during the day and produced a fabulous 
performance at the end of their time in the workshop. The staff who worked with 
them could not praise them enough! 
 
Here are some comments from the Year 8 students: 
“I learnt that in Musical Theatre you have to like people while acting even if you don’t 

like them normally”.�
“I liked the costumes and dressing up and the songs”.                                                              

“I think the day was really good and inspiring”.                                                             
“I had a lot of fun”. 

“The experience was brilliant! It was one of the most fun things to do”.                            
“Some bits were challenging but I thought it was great”. 

“I learnt lots of things about Musical Theatre, makeup and costumes. It was fun”. 
 

Well done to all the students who took part in this very enjoyable day! 
 

Our next workshop is for Year 7 Gifted and Talented  students on                          
Wednesday 3 rd March 2010 – we will be picking the participants s oon! 
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Student Council with their Bronze and Silver Eco Awards 

 
Student Council took full advantage of the weather in January and spent their time 
submitting paperwork to gain the Bronze and Silver Eco Schools Award. Some 
Executive members were set tasks during the ‘snow days’ and completed the 
requirements to achieve this accolade. Within a week of setting the task, pupils 
received both the awards and were sent certificates which they are proudly showing 
in the photo.  
 
Well done to all the members for giving up their time to complete these objectives, 
we are extremely proud of you.   
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Study support timetables will be issued immediately 

after half term to all Year 11 students. 
�
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Cheese and wine evening 
The next meeting will be held on     

Tuesday 23 rd March between              
6.30pm - 7.30pm 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

Come along and enjoy our cheese and wine evening.             
Meet some of our st aff and other members of the                            

Friends of Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
�

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy�
Lower City Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2HE 

Tel 0121 552 5501 Fax 0121 511 1326 
 
 

 For further information please contact;               
Mr Kabir Ahmed or Mrs Carol Wilson                             

on 0121 552 5501 


