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Primary Gym & Dance Festival
Wednesday 30th & Thursday 31st March

Secondary Gym & Dance Festival
Wednesday 6th & Thursday 7th April

The Academy closes on Thursday 17" February 2011 at 3.00pm
The Academy re-opens on Monday 28" February 2011 at 8.30am.
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Dear Parents/Carers,
We approach half term after a busy period of activity.

Sixth Form have been confirming their career plans and working hard to ensure that they
achieve the best grades possible in A levels and vocational courses.

Consultants from 'Voice of the learner' came to the Academy to work with Sixth Form students
on January 12", their aim is to help the students with their project work to enhance their study
skills, how to learn effectively, research skills and confidence building, culminating in a
research project on an issue of their choice. The consultants have a planned follow up session
on presentation skills and career planning.

Half term itself will not be a rest as a number of students in year 11 will be working with staff
and consultants preparing for GCSE exams. On Monday we will be hosting English sessions,
Tuesdays for Maths, Wednesday for Art and Thursday for BTEC courses. | do hope as many
students as possible take advantage of these opportunities to work in different ways.

Year 10 are also preparing for GCSE exams with Science modules in March and English
Language exams for many in May. They have been working hard to complete coursework to a
high standard and now will need to focus on exam technique. The need to attend lessons at
every possible opportunity is therefore high.

Year 9 will have Options to think about and discuss with you. This is an important decision and
it is crucial that they choose wisely and always bear in mind that the expectation is that they will
be successful in their chosen path of study.

Year 8 have had the opportunity to work with scriptwriters and actors from Birmingham
Repertory Theatre. The selected scripts were performed on Friday 11" February to a receptive
audience of their peers.

Year 7 students spent a day with their Home Base tutors focussing on Road Safety, looking into
potential risks and hazards. Their research has been used to develop their literacy and
numeracy skills.

The students hard work has been observed by numerous visitors to the Academy including two
HMI Inspectors. Their report will be available online, once published but we can confirm that
progress is satisfactory and that we will continue to work hard to improve outcomes.

Many thanks to all of you for your support.

Janice Farrell
Principal

Ormiston Academies Trust trading as OSCA. Registered in England and Wales No. 113326



Term Dates

Spring Term 2011
Wednesday 5" January to Friday 8" April
Half Term - Monday 21% to Friday 25" February
Easter Holiday — Monday 11™ to Monday 25™ April

Summer Term 2011
Tuesday 26™ April to Thursday 21 July
Friday 29" April Bank Holiday
Monday 2" May- May Day Bank Holiday
Half Term - Monday 30" May to Friday 3™ June
Summer Term concludes - Thursday 21 July 2011

Events & Meetings

Training Day Friday 18" February
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Tuesday 1°' March

Year 9 Options Taster Day Tuesday 15" March
Year 9 Options & Parents’ Evening Tuesday 15" March
Options form deadline Friday 18" March
U Parents’ Forum Tuesday 22" March — 6.30pm to 7.30pm
Primary Gym & Dance Festival Wednesday 30" March
Primary Gym & Dance Festival Thursday 31°' March

Secondary Gym & Dance Festival Wednesday 6™ April
Secondary Gym & Dance Festival Thursday 7™ April
Achievement Assemblies Monday 4" April

May Day Monday 2" May
HPV 3 vaccinations Year 8 girls Wednesday 4" May
Junior Maths Challenge Friday 6™ May
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Tuesday 10" May
Leaver’s assembly Friday 13" May
U Parents’ Forum Tuesday 17" May — 6.30pm to 7.30pm

Work Experience pre-visit pm Wednesday 22" June

Prom Friday 1% July
Year 10 Work Experience placement Monday 4" July
U Parents’ Forum Tuesday 12" July — 6.30pm to 7.30pm
Sports Day Friday 15" July
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Free School Meals Application

Do you receive either:-

Income Support?
Income- Based Job Seekers Allowance?

Employment & Support Allowance (Income Related)?

Guaranteed Pension Credit (Inc Child Tax Credit)
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Child Tax Credit, with an annual income of less than £ 16,190

If you have answered Yes, your child may be entitled to free school meals.

If you receive Working Tax Credit regardless of annual household income
you will not qualify for Free School Meals.

The Academy relies on funding from
Free School Meals therefore we urge you to
please apply for them whether your child wishes
to take a meal or not.

If you require any further information please contact the Academy
on 0121 552 5501 and ask to speak to Mrs Rowlinson.
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School Clothing Application

If you are in receipt of any of these benefits including Working Tax Credit, you
may qualify for a voucher to assist with the purchase of school uniform within the

2010/2011 academic year.

Vouchers may be used to purchase items of uniform clothing from selected stores.
(One voucher per child per academic year).

Vouchers must be used by

315" March 2011

If you require any assistance please contact the school on
0121 552 5501 and ask to speak to Mrs Rowlinson.
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BE SAFE

on the
INTERNET
and

whilst you are out
WALKING.

If you see anything
SUSPICIOUS report
it to your parents, school
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Learning 4 Success

On January 12th.Year 11 students at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy experienced a
workshop funded by Aimhigher and presented by Live-n-learn (www.live-n-learn.co.uk).

The students were given a timely boost and the motivation to achieve success. They were
provided with the tools required for effective and independent study with an emphasis on self
reliance and hard work. The most popular course addresses key areas such as study skills,
time management, attitude, dealing with stress and accepting responsibility.

Topics covered:
Study skills
Overcoming barriers to study
Time management
Independent study
Dealing with stress

The students were given various tasks to try to raise their aspirations and make them believe in
themselves. They engaged in the tasks and found the delivery of the information entertaining.

The presenter used various techniques to inspire ambition such as cloud hopping. He gave all
the students a little booklet that had tips on how to organise themselves and a login/password to
the company’s website, where there are things to help them - revision and other useful
information. The presenter also spoke about the best ways to revise - time, environment and the
ways to make the most of your study time. They looked at learning styles and then they were
asked to plan a day's revision.

The students enjoyed the session and gave positive feedback.

COMMUNITY ACADEMY
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Student Governance

Student Voice has had a radical shake up this term with the introduction of new roles and the
creation of new posts. Student Council members were told in January that they were to lose
their positions and their existing roles would cease. Students were given an option to transfer
into a new position on the newly formed Student Governance. Student Governance now have
Co Chairs and students who will lead a particular area.

The group are currently going through a transitional period and have had several meetings to
assemble their own team which they will present to staff after half term.

ORMISTON SANDWELL
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Helping the homeless

Student Governance at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy set a task for all students to
collect food and clothing for the homeless. Boxes were given to each House group to fill with
items to help people who are homeless. The idea behind this was discussed during their
meetings.

Students were encouraged by their tutors and designated Heads of House to bring in items to
help those in these unfortunate circumstances. It was decided that there would be a prize
awarded to the House that collected the most items for the cause. We can now declare that
'‘Shakespeare House' collected the most items, well done to you all, however, a big thank you to
all students, Parents and staff who contributed and supported this appeal, you have

helped people who are grateful to you.

Well done to Student Governance for overseeing this.

Birmingham Children's Hospital

Staff at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy took part in a Christmas Poster Campaign, to
help raise funds for Birmingham Children’s Hospital. The staff were asked if they would like to
write Christmas messages on the campaign poster and make a donation to the hospital.

Many thanks to the Academy staff who supported this campaign and raised £125.00 for the
hospital.

Well done!

ORMISTON SANDWELL
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Year 10 Retail Business Diploma

Year 10 Retail Business Diploma students at OSCA have started Unit 4 Exploring the Retalil
Supply Chain. On Thursday 20™ January 2011 the students had the opportunity to work with
Richard Brewer from Skills Logistics on how the supply chain works. Richard spent the morning
with the Diploma students helping them to understand the stages of the supply chain and
relating it to a product of their choice.

The students will also be visiting The Midlands Co-operative Distribution Centre in Leicester as
part of this unit and they will be given a tour of the Ambient and Chilled warehouse on Thursday
17" February.

Chinese New Year

On Thursday 3¢ February Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy students had the
opportunity to sample a specially arranged Chinese menu to join in the celebrations for the
Chinese New Year (the year of the Rabbit), Kitchen staff provided a selection of Chinese meals
which were available to students and staff to tuck into during lunch time.

The Academy would like to thank Pauline and the kitchen staff for bringing the taste of the orient
to OSCA for everyone to enjoy.

Thank you!

ORMISTON SANDWELL
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Cupid’s arrow flies into the Academy this February as the Learning Resource Centre hosts a
themed week entitled ‘Love Story’ commencing on Valentine’s Day.

Students will be able to post Valentine’s Day cards in a ‘Be My Valentine’ Post Box situated in
the library in the week running up to Valentine’s Day. The cards, which should clearly display
the recipient’s tutor group,which will be delivered to form tutors to hand out on Valentine’s Day.

There will be a variety of activities on offer during the themed week. On Monday 14 February,
the library will host a love themed quiz. Students are invited to submit their names to Mrs
Rixson who will make up quiz teams of four. A large VW Beetle — ‘The Love Bug’ — will be
available on Tuesday for students to decorate with love motifs. Wednesday sees the launch of
the ‘Mr & Mrs’ quiz where students have the opportunity to match photographs of members of
staff and their partners to their offspring — the only difference being that the photographs on
display will show staff as they were when they were children! Finally, on Thursday, students will
be able to take part in a range of craft activities, one of which is to design a page from a
romantic Manga story or graphic novel.

A selection of recommended ‘romance reads’ will be available throughout the week, and
students will be able to hear members of staff reciting their favourite love poems.

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 3 March. Every student will receive a £1.00 World
Book Day Book Token, which can be exchanged at all participating bookshops for one of six
specially published £1.00 books. The Learning Resource Centre is to celebrate World Book Day
with a week of activities which include the ‘Design a Bookmark’ competition, where the winning
design chosen from schools around the country, will be made into a bookmark and distributed to
thousands of bookshops nationwide. Older students can take part in the WBD 6™ Formers’ Blog
Competition which encourages aspiring writers, and younger Key Stage 3 students can take
part in the ‘Read Around The World’ reading challenge.

7
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nited Kinadom Maths Challenge

The dates for United Kingdom Maths Challenge are as follows:-

Junior Challenge - Friday 6™ May 2011

Year 11

40 % A* - C in Maths

Congratulations!

If any students still have in their possession a Mathswatch CD, and you are not resitting your
GCSE exam, could you please return it to the Maths department so it can be used again.
Thank you.

ALERT!!

The www.mymaths.co.uk login has changed:

Login: tividale
Password: times1
| /\ ORMISTON SANDWELL
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MATHS STUDY SUPPORT FOR
YEAR 11 GCSE

Please pick up a letter from your Maths teacher
If you wish to attend study support on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays

right up until the June exams!

Mr Qamar

YEAR 11 MATHS
HALF TERM
BOOSTER CLASS

Tuesday 22" February
9.00am — 1.00pm

Pick up a letter from Mr Qamar if you want to attend

ORMISTON SANDWELL
\ COMMUNITY ACADEMY



500 Words

As part of the BBC Year of Books, the Chris Evans Breakfast Show on BBC Radio 2 is backing
a short story writing competition for children aged 13 or under, which is being run by the
National Literacy Trust. Children are invited to fire up their imaginations and write a short story
of no more than 500 words on any fictional subject. As well as expecting to read great stories,
the judges will be looking at originality, plot, characterisation and language. Children’s author
Dame Jacqueline Wilson, and comedian and author David Walliams are amongst the judging
panel. Year 7 Homebase classes will be taking part in the competition, but the Academy hopes
that aspiring writers from Year 8 will volunteer also.

The competition deadline is Thursday 3™ March (World Book Day), and the top 50 young
entrants from across schools in the country will be invited to watch the Breakfast Show being
broadcast live from the Hay Festival on Friday 3 June. Five finalists will have their entries
performed by a well known figure and broadcast on Radio 2, in addition to receiving book
tokens. The finalists’ schools will also receive free books.

The Learning Resource Centre will be the venue for two writing sessions taking place on
Monday 14" February and Monday 28™ February from 3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. Please come
along for inspiration, writing tips and the chance to win a very special prize.

We've Got [t

On Wednesday 15" December Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy’s Year 11 BTEC Music group
hosted a spectacular display of the Academy’s talents in ‘We’ve Got ItI’ a talent show that they organised
and planned themselves as part of their BTEC First Certificate in Music.

This event was open for all community to take part in and it produced some amazing talent. The
students arranged the evening brilliantly and were a credit to themselves and the Academy.

The students decided that the events proceeds would be donated to Great Ormond Street Hospital
Children’s charity and they raised £394.00 through ticket sales.

Well done to them all!

/-\ ORMISTON SANDWELL
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March Exam Timetable

Start Component
Date Time Length | Board | Classes Title Level | Cands | Room
Friday 25™ 11/1/AR1 ART Art
| March 2011 | 10-00am | 3hrs | OCR 177,10 ro | prACTICAL | CCSE | 41 | Rooms
Tuesday 29" ART Art
March 2011 8.30am 3hrs OCR | 11/3/AR1 PRACTICAL GCSE 17 RoOMS
Wednesday 30" 11/1/AR1 ART Art
I March 2011 | &:30am | 2hrs 1 OCR |49 7,aR5 | pracTICAL | CCSE | 41 | Rooms
Thursday 31% ART Art
March 2011 8.30am 2hrs OCR | 11/3/AR1 PRACTICAL GCSE 17 ROOMS
Friday 1° 11/1/AR1 ART Art
April 2011 10.00am | 3hrs | OCR | 47,1/AR2 | prACTICAL | CCSE | 41 | Rooms
Tuesday 5" ART Art
April 2011 8.30am 3hrs OCR | 11/3/AR1 PRACTICAL GCSE 17 RoOMS
Wednesday 6™ 11/1/AR1 ART Art
I April 2011 8.30am | 2hrs | OCR [ 19/1/aR2 | PRACTICAL | CCSE | 4| Rooms
Thursday 7™ ART Art
April 2011 8.30am | 2hrs | OCR |1L/3/ARL | oo ~TicaL | GCSE 17 ROOMS
Start Comp | Component
Date Times | Length | Board Code Title Level | Cands | Year Room
Great Hall
Wednesday . . Room 27,
2" March | 8.30am | 32 MNS | Ao | BLy1ap | BOYY | ceses | 77 | 108 28 20, 30,
2011 each Unit 1A 11 31 32
Library
Great Hall
Wednesday . . Room 27,
2" March | 8.30am | 30 MNS | Aoa | BLyip | BOIYY | Geses| 3a | 10&] 25 29 30
2011 each Unit 1B 11 31 32
Library
Great Hall
Wednesday . . Room 27,
2" March | 8.30am | >° m't:‘S AQA | cHyiap | Chemistty | ooorm| 45 | 10& 1 55 59 30,
2011 eac Unit 1A 11 31 32
Library
Great Hall
Wednesday . . Room 27,
2" March | 8.30am | 32 MNS | Aoa | cHyisp | CMEMISUY | cespig | g | 108 28 20, 30,
2011 each Unit 1B 11 31 32
Library
Great Hall
Wednesday . . Room 27,
2" March | 8.30am | 32 MNS | aoa | pHy1AP | PWSICS | gespie | 31 | 10& ] 28 29, 30,
2011 each Unit 1A 11 31 32
Library
Great Hall
Wednesday . . Room 27,
2% March | 8.30am | 32 ™NS | aoa | pHy1BP | PSS | Geses| ss | 194 28 29 30,
2011 each Unit 1B 11 31 32

COMMUNITY ACADEMY
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English Study Support

Where: Room 2

When: 3pm - 4pm every Tuesday (repeated every Thursday)
Starts: Tuesday 8™ February 3pm - 4pm.

Dates

Topic

Half-term Study Support
Monday 21%' 9am ¢ 12.15pm

Paper 1 & Paper 2

Week 1¢ 08/02/11

Language skills useful for all sections of the exam bu

particularly Paper 1 Section A.

Week 2¢ 15/02/11
Week 3¢ 01/03/11 Structure of textsg useful for all sections but
particularly Section B on both papers.
Week 4¢ 08/03/11
Week 5¢ 15/03/11 Basic skillg sentences, punctuation, spelling and
paragraphs.
Week 6¢ 22/03/11 Essential for Section B on both papers
Week 7¢ 29/03/11 Poetry skillsg understanding the questionplanning
and structuring a response, using quotations. Useft
Week 8¢ 05/04/11

skills for all sections but aimed specifically at Paper
Section A.

Easter Study Suppbor

To be confirmed

Week 10¢ 03/05/11

Revisionc{ 0 dzZRSy 1aQ OK?2

Week 11¢ 10/05/11

Revisionc{ 1 dzZRSy (14 Q

EXAM DATES

Paper1 i 16" May 2011 (am)

&

Paper 2 i 18" May 2011 (pm)

/\ ORMISTON SANDWELL
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Ormiston Online-
Reporting to Parents

Dear Parent/Carer,

You may be aware that the previous government directed that, by September 2010, all
secondary schools and academies should make data for students available online for parents to
access.

At Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy, due to our commitment to e-learning and
investment in new technology, we offer you as a parent the chance to access information about
your child through our Online Management Information System. We believe that the ability to
access information is crucial for you to gauge the progress that your child is making and trust
that this will be a useful tool to focus conversations with them about their learning.

Currently you can access information about attendance, behaviour, achievement and also your
child's classes and timetable. As the system develops we plan to add information such as report
cards, SEN information and online reports.

Letters were sent out in September to parents offering access to this facility, if you did not
receive this letter or would like to access your child’s information then please contact the
Academy on 0121 552 5501 or email e.parentsonline@ormistonsandwell.org.uk

To access this data you will need a secure login. You will, of course, only be able access data
about your child and we must therefore ask that you keep your login and passwords secure, as
you would with passwords for online banking etc.

We would welcome comments about the system and ways in which we can improve it.

Darren Fones

Network, Sims & E-Learning Manager
Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy
Tel: 0121 552 5501
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Attendance

Dear Parents/Carers,

Here at Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy, we place great importance on attendance
and its link to attainment and expect all of our students to reach an attendance percentage of at
least 95%. The Academy has a responsibility to all of its students, to provide the best education
available to them. This can only be achieved by regular attendance.

The importance of good attendance and punctuality are clear: students achieve more and 4
more likely to have good employment prospects tihe future.

EACT

Students attending more than 95% of the time usually gain 5 GCSE A*- C grades.
Almost all students who attend well, leave the Academy with qualifications that will
support their future training and employment

Students who lave poor attendance and punctuality are less likely to achieve and do not ha
such good employment prospectsiny time missed means lessons missed.

FACT

95% means 50 lessons missed

90% means 100 lessons missed

80% means 200 lessons or the equivalent of half a terms work.

Students with poor attendance are less likely to leave the Academy with qualifications.

Please support us and help your child reach their potential. Some absences are unavoidable
but Parents and Carers can support the Academy by not taking holidays during term time and
making medical appointments for out of Academy hours. If you wish to discuss your child’s
attendance then please feel free to contact me at the Academy.

Remember — Good attendance to the Academy is important and EVERY DAY COUNTS!

Yours sincerely

Miss J Cooper
Attendance Officer

/\ ORMISTON SANDWELL
COMMUNITY ACADEMY
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Dear Parent/Carer
Homework with SAM Learning

We wanted to take this opportunity to let you know that homework can now be set using

SAM Learning. All students are able to access assignments via their personal homepage
and view homework tasks in the ‘My Homework’ tab. This tab shows when the homework
is due to be completed, if it is has not been completed and also if it is overdue.

All completed homework is either computer or self marked, depending on the type of
work set. There is instant feedback, and scores can be viewed by students, parents or
teachers in the ‘My Progress’ tab for the Last Homework Set (LHS). All staff receive a
report on the homework that is completed by each student. Students are also able to re-
visit homework activities if they wish to improve on their last score. Another advantage
is that students are able to share their homework successes with their parents.

Access details

Students are able to access the service at anytime and anywhere. It is available to them
in school, but also at home, in the library and community centre. All they need to do is
visit the website and enter their unique login details.

We hope that your child is able to take full advantage of SAM Learning and thank you in
advance for supporting the initiative.

Yours faithfully,

Mr A Qamar
Assistant Principal
i/lc SAM Learning

7N
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FUNCLB

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy

1Y
// Starting \\

Wednesday
16" March 2011

Room 10 & 11
3.15pm - 5.15pm

N

2

)_/_;LMCLUB is the exciting afterschoolx—k

activity, inspiring young people across
the UK to discover the power of film.
Opportunities to write reviews, attend
premiers and interview the stars.

For more info call
Carol Wilson on 552 5501 ext 5

Parent Consent forms required
(Collect from room 8)
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International Women’s Day Centenary 1911 - 2011

For more information call Carol Wilson on 0121 552 5501 ext 5
or
email tividaletrailblazer@yahoo.co.uk
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Introduction to
computer skills

at

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy

Lower City Road

8 week course starting
Mid March 2011

6.00pm8.00pm

This is a qualification that is suitable for anyone
who has very little or no experience of using a
computer and covers logging on and off, inserting
clip art, creating documents, searching the
Internet, emails, pie charts and graphs.

For more information on fees and concessions please contact
Carol Wilson, Extended Services &wdinator or
Mandy Onions and Alicia Christian, Parent Champions
on 0121 552 5501 Ext 5
Courses may be fredepending on income

3
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New Sixth Form for 2011!

J

We are planning a brand new
Sixth Form and we wargou to

be a part of it!

Next year we are completely re-launching our Sixth Form at Ormiston Sandwell
Community Academy.

We will be offering brand new course options to suit all of our learners needs,
including A levels, BTECs, OCR National and other Level 2 options.

The Sixth Form area will be completely refurbished to give a much more inviting
environment and there will be dedicated Sixth Form classrooms, ICT suites and
study areas.

If you are in Year 11 and want to continue to study at the Academy, with teachers
you know and trust, then this could be what you have been waiting for!

Look out for our full Sixth Form prospectus which will be made available to
students, both printed and online.

We are confident that our Sixth Form will have a course that is right for you.

If you have any queries about Post 16 opportunities at the Academy, then please
do not hesitate to contact me.

David McQuillan 14-19 Co-ordinator

Application forms and
prospectus available from
the Academy and online

ORMISTON SANDWELL
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