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Key Dates

A Message from the Team..
Happy new year all and welcome to January’s Prevent newsletter. What a challenging
year 2020 was for us all and 2021 has begun so too. Stay safe and strong!
The Prevent team continue to be available for support and keep you up to date for key
information and guidance in relation to Prevent. Please contact us for any queries.

Prevent and COVID-19
On 4/1/21 the Government published new National Lockdown: Stay at Home guidance to help control the spread of COVID-19. Please continue to follow the Government advice and guidance to help reduce transmission of the virus.

Attention Community Groups!
We have a few sessions left for our FREE project with provider Nicola Benyahia.
Nicola is an accredited counsellor who lost her son to radicalisation in 2015 after
he went to fight for ISIS in Syria and sadly died whilst in the process of being deradicalised. Nicola set up her organisation ‘Families for Life’ as a result of this experience, and she now runs workshops on online safety, boundary setting, communication, healthy relationships and mental health – all of which are of huge importance during this current lockdown. Nicola’s workshops aim to provide empowerment and resilience-building and she can tailor her sessions to match your community’s needs. Given the current situation, sessions will take place online. Please
contact Lauren Bond at lauren_bond@sandwell.gov.uk as soon as possible to
book a session or to enquire. Sessions must be delivered by 31st March.



21/1/21 - Understanding Extremism training



27/1/21 - International Holocaust Remembrance Day



09/2/21 - UK Safer Internet Day



18/2/21 - Understanding Extremism for Community Groups
training



09/3/21 - LGfL Online Safety
Goes Whole School: To RSHE
and beyond! Training (date 1)



31/3/21 Families for Life –
Prevent project booking deadline



06/5/21 - LGfL Online Safety
Goes Whole School: To RSHE
and beyond! Training (date 2)



30/6/21 - LGfL Online Safety
Goes Whole School: To RSHE
and beyond! Training (date 3)

Sociological project
This month we’re shining the spotlight on our third and final project provider, Ray
Douglas. Ray is an experienced professional who has engaged with over 10,000
young people across the UK. He is a public speaker and trainer with a focus on
preventing hate, violence and mortality as it relates to racism, radicalisation and all
forms of extremism. Ray also delivers sessions around gang violence and youth
culture, and works with reformed offenders to deliver effective interventions. He
has delivered his sessions in partnership with schools, prisons, youth offending
teams, social services and many other organisations. Ray uses modern case studies and popular culture to make the sessions engaging for young people. If you’d
like to find out more about Ray, please contact him at rd@sociological.co.uk.

Recent News
Capitol riots: Congress certifies Joe Biden's victory after violent disruption
06/01/21 - As congress met to transition Presidency to President elect Joe Biden
in the US, a group of pro-Trump protestors stormed the Captiol building to disrupt
proceedings. Some protestors were seen carrying weapons and dressed in body
armour. Pictures taken of the assault show several images of Far Right supporters
present. There is also an image of a gallows being erected outside the Capitol reflecting neo- Nazi and Far Right Accelerationist beliefs regarding ‘The Day of the
Rope’ a period often referred to in Far Right circles in which Fascist revolutionaries
will destroy ‘The System’ and the ‘Race Traitors’ that hold power.

Manchester Arena bomber inquiry
An inquiry has heard that Salman Abedi (pictured right), the Manchester Arena bomber,
trained or fought with an Islamist militia in Libya, BBC News reports. Abedi's cousin Abderahman Forjani told police that he travelled to Libya during its revolution in 2011, and
had "obtained a job locating Gaddafi supporters". Abedi was involved in "raids during
that period", with images depicting him with weapons, including military vehicles and
rocket launchers.

Facts
•

Did you know that ISIS is also known as ‘Daesh’? It
means to tread underfoot/trample down. A term that the
group despise but is commonly used by professionals.

•

A BBC report early in 2020 showed that exclusions for
racism in Primary schools in England has increased by
40% in 10 years.

Conspiracy Theories
As the UK enters a new national lockdown, the COVID-19 conspiracy theories remain. Conspiracy theories being pushed out
by groups aiming to exploit at what is a fragile time. One theory that has risen to prominence more recently, the ‘reset’ theory,
suggests that world leaders have orchestrated COVID-19 to take over the economy. The theory is being drawn from the recovery plan developed by the World Economic Forum (WEF). The plan in fact looks at how countries may recover from the financial implications of COVID-19, but is being questioned and classed as “sinister” by fringe conspiracy theorist groups and prominent conservatives. This, leading to a flurry of conversational debate and theories pushed online. The theory started to trend
when Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau said at a UN meeting, that the pandemic provided an opportunity for a "reset"
which sparked a conspiracy that went viral regarding the use of the word ‘reset’! The Canadian Prime Minister responded by
saying “I think we're in a time of anxiety, where people are looking for reasons for things that are happening to them. We're
seeing a lot of people fall prey to disinformation" when questioned about conspiracy theories later on.

DfE Coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687
Available: Monday – Friday (8am – 6pm)
Email address: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk

We are live on Twitter!
Follow us @preventsandwell for our latest
news…..

Policy updates / Prevent in Education
Department for Education (DfE) updates
•

EAH Prevent Blog

The DfE’s have produced an updated Educate Against Hate ‘School and College Closures: Ongoing Prevent Management Support’ blog. This blog is available here and contains some useful guidance on the Channel process,
school attendance, support for mental health and wellbeing, online safety and extremist narratives.

Prevent statistics
•

The UK Government have released official statistics on the number of individuals referred to and supported through the Prevent Programme in England and Wales from April 2018 to March 2019. You can see the
statistics here.

•

London Grid for Learning (LGfL) have useful resources to support schools and colleges with the Prevent
duty, please find the link below:-

•

counterextremism.lgfl.net – practical implementation of the Prevent duty as part of a whole school approach

Online Safety
•

UK Safer Internet Centre (UKSIC) have films exploring ‘what we can trust on the internet’ for 11-18 year olds. This
forms part of UKSIC’s resources for Internet Safety Day 2021. The resources are available here.

•

DfE Online harms: interim codes of practice - the codes provide guidance for companies to help them understand
how to mitigate the risks from online terrorist content and activity and child sexual exploitation and abuse.

•

Parentzone have a lockdown resources hub; advice and articles for parents which is new for 2021. The link is available
here.

Report Suspicious Activity
Counter Terrorism Policing's ACT campaign is for reporting anything you’ve seen or heard that could potentially be
related to terrorism.

Your actions could save lives...

For information, support or guidance on Prevent in Sandwell, you can email:
Prevent_Inbox@sandwell.gov.uk
If you would like to talk to someone about any queries, concerns, or a referral do not hesitate to make contact
with anyone from the Prevent Team:
Strategic Prevent Coordinator: Pardeep_Brar@sandwell.gov.uk
0121 569 4725 / 07500 129348
Prevent Education Officer: Justin_Nixon@sandwell.gov.uk
0121 569 4725 / 07790 396643
TYS Prevent Officer: Sarfraz_Khan@sandwellchildrenstrust.org
0121 569 2322 / 07768 818439

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) have
issued Coronavirus (COVID-19): Staying Safe Online guidance.

